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Executive Summary

Continuing with the work launched in 2000 with publication of the Wisconsin Coalition 
$JDLQVW�'RPHVWLF�9LROHQFH¶V�¿UVW�:LVFRQVLQ�'RPHVWLF�9LROHQFH�+RPLFLGH�5HSRUW��WKLV�
edition details domestic violence-related homicides in the calendar year 2008.1 This brief 
accounting in no way represents the victims’ full lives. That would require a far more 
GHWDLOHG�LQTXLU\��LQ�GHSWK�VWXG\�RI�RI¿FLDO�FDVH�UHFRUGV��DQG�FRQYHUVDWLRQV�ZLWK�IDPLO\�
and friends left behind. Within the limitations of readily available public information we 
have endeavored to construct as accurate a description as possible of key events and 
circumstances related to each homicide.2

In 2008 there were 33 domestic violence homicide incidents resulting in 46 deaths: 36 
homicides and ten perpetrator suicides.3 Compared to recent years there were relatively 
few multiple homicide incidents (two) with fewer victims (four) in those incidents. The 
numbers of victims and total deaths are slightly higher than in 2006 and slightly lower 
than 2007.4

Other aspects of domestic violence-related homicide during 2008 include:  

o There was an average of three domestic violence homicide deaths per month in 
Wisconsin. When perpetrator suicides and deaths in conjunction with homicides 
are included the rate was almost four domestic violence–related deaths per 
month.  

o Perpetrators of domestic violence homicide incidents were overwhelmingly male: 
97% (33 of 34). 

o Two-thirds of victims were female (24 of 36). Most males who were murdered 
ZHUH�NLOOHG�E\�DQRWKHU�PDOH�����RI������HLWKHU�E\�WKHLU�IDWKHU��LQ�WKH�FDVH�RI�FKLOG�
KRPLFLGHV��RU�LQ�FRQMXQFWLRQ�ZLWK�DQ�DWWDFN�RQ�RU�LQ�UHODWLRQ�WR�D�IHPDOH�SDUWQHU�
who had left the relationship by divorce or separation. One male victim was also 
a homicide perpetrator who was killed when his adult son tried to protect his 
mother from the attack.   

1��+RPLFLGHV�ZHUH�FRQVLGHUHG�³GRPHVWLF´�LI�WKH�YLFWLPV�DQG�SHUSHWUDWRUV�ZHUH�VSRXVHV�RU�SDUWQHUV��IRUPHU�VSRXVHV�RU�
IRUPHU�SDUWQHUV��DGXOWV�ZLWK�FKLOGUHQ�LQ�FRPPRQ��DQG�DGXOWV�RU�WHHQV�ZKR�KDG�EHHQ�LQ�D�GDWLQJ�UHODWLRQVKLS��+RPL-
cides of others were also included if the circumstances of murder included obsessive control of the perpetrator’s cur-
rent or former partner that extended to her or his new partner or an attempt to protect a domestic violence victim from 
future harm. This report also details homicides of domestic violence perpetrators that occur as their victims acted in 
VHOI�GHIHQVH��6HH�0HWKRGRORJ\�IRU�DGGLWLRQDO�LQIRUPDWLRQ�RQ�GH¿QLWLRQV�DQG�FULWHULD��
2. Primary sources include news media (print and Internet editions) and Wisconsin Circuit Court Access records.
3��7KH�2I¿FH�RI�-XVWLFH�$VVLVWDQFH��XVLQJ�8QLIRUP�&ULPH�5HSRUW�GDWD�VXEPLWWHG�E\�ODZ�HQIRUFHPHQW�DJHQFLHV��UHSRUWV�
����KRPLFLGHV�LQ�������ZKLFK�LV�WKH�ORZHVW�OHYHO�VLQFH������������GDWD�RQ�GHDWKV�LQ�:LVFRQVLQ��LQFOXGLQJ�KRPLFLGH��
was unavailable from the Wisconsin Department of Health Services Bureau of Health Information and Policy at the 
time this report was published. See Methodology.
4. See the statewide map and 2000 through 2008 comparison at the conclusion of this report.
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o Intimate partner violence characterizes the domestic violence homicides included 
LQ�WKLV�UHSRUW��9LFWLPV�ZHUH�FXUUHQW�RU�IRUPHU�SDUWQHUV��FKLOGUHQ�RU�IDPLO\�PHPEHUV�
RI�D�FXUUHQW�RU�IRUPHU�SDUWQHU��RU�E\VWDQGHUV�SUHVHQW�GXULQJ�WKH�DWWDFN��7KH�
DQDO\VLV�IRU������GLG�QRW�¿QG�DQ\�LQFLGHQWV�RI�QRQ�LQWLPDWH�SDUWQHU�KRPLFLGH�WKDW�
PHW�WKH�GH¿QLWLRQ�DQG�FULWHULD�XVHG�LQ�WKH�UHSRUW��ZLWK�WKH�H[FHSWLRQ�RI�WKH�VRQ�
who killed his father in an attempt to protect his mother from a fatal assault.  

o Half of the homicides involved a victim or someone close to the victim who had 
OHIW�WKH�UHODWLRQVKLS�RU�ZDV�WDNLQJ�DFWLRQ�WR�OHDYH�WKH�UHODWLRQVKLS��VXFK�DV�PRYLQJ�
RXW�RU�¿OLQJ�IRU�GLYRUFH� 

o 9LFWLPV�UHÀHFWHG�WKH�VSDQ�RI�OLIH��IURP�¿YH�ZHHNV�WR����\HDUV��,Q�FRPSDULVRQ�ZLWK�
UHFHQW�\HDUV��D�KLJKHU�SURSRUWLRQ�RI�YLFWLPV�DQG�SHUSHWUDWRUV�ZHUH�DJH����DQG�
older. 

o Victims were from 18 counties across all regions of the state. 

o At least 15 minor children and 25 adult children were left orphaned or without a 
mother or father as a result of a domestic violence homicide. Of the ten minor 
FKLOGUHQ�ZKR�ORVW�RQH�SDUHQW��HLJKW�ORVW�WKHLU�PRWKHUV�� 

o 3DVW�KLVWRU\�RI�GRPHVWLF�YLROHQFH�LQYROYLQJ�HLWKHU�WKH�YLFWLP��D�YLFWLP¶V�IDPLO\�
PHPEHU��H�J���D�GDXJKWHU�RU�VLVWHU��RU�IULHQG��RU�DQRWKHU�SHUVRQ�UHPDLQV�ODUJHO\�
unknown and unexplored in published accounts of domestic violence homicides.  

o :KHQ�SHUSHWUDWRUV�KDG�D�UHFRUG�RI�DUUHVW�RQ�GRPHVWLF�DEXVH±UHODWHG�FKDUJHV��
VXFK�DV�EDWWHULQJ��UHVWUDLQLQJ�RUGHU�RU�KDUDVVPHQW�RUGHU�YLRODWLRQV��RU�LQWLPLGDWLQJ�
D�YLFWLP��VXFK�FKDUJHV�ZHUH�RIWHQ�GLVPLVVHG�RU�UHGXFHG�WR�GLVRUGHUO\�FRQGXFW��
WKHUHE\�DYRLGLQJ�WKH�¿UHDUPV�SURKLELWLRQ� 

o Firearms accounted for almost half of all domestic violence homicides. 

o 7RJHWKHU�WKH������FDVHV�UHÀHFW�WKH�IDFWRUV�WKDW�UHVHDUFK�KDV�IRXQG�WR�EH�
particularly associated with lethal violence and the risk of violence.5 These 
LQFOXGH��DPRQJ�RWKHU�IDFWRUV��VWDONLQJ��VWUDQJXODWLRQ��WKUHDWV�WR�NLOO�WKH�YLFWLP�DQG�
WKUHDWV�WR�NLOO�WKDW�WKH�YLFWLP�EHOLHYHV��WKUHDWV�WR�NLOO�WKDW�DUH�FRQYH\HG�WR�RWKHUV��
IRUFHG�VH[��VHULRXV�LQMXU\�WR�WKH�YLFWLP��DFFHVV�WR�RU�XVH�RI�ZHDSRQV��YLROHQFH�
RXWVLGH�WKH�KRPH��D�YLFWLP�ZKR�LV�DWWHPSWLQJ�D�SHUPDQHQW�EUHDN��REVHVVLYH�
MHDORXV\��DQG�SULRU�DUUHVWV��SROLFH�FDOOV�DQG�RU�UHVWUDLQLQJ�RUGHUV� 

5��)RU�D�VXPPDU\�RI�NH\�IDFWRUV��VHH�WKH�³3UDFWLWLRQHUV¶�*XLGH�WR�5LVN�DQG�'DQJHU�LQ�'RPHVWLF�9LROHQFH�&DVHV�´�LQ�
7KH�%OXHSULQW�IRU�6DIHW\��$Q�,QWHUDJHQF\�5HVSRQVH�WR�'RPHVWLF�9LROHQFH�&ULPHV��IRUWKFRPLQJ�IURP�3UD[LV�,QWHUQD-
tional; www.praxisinternational.org. 
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While intimate partner homicide rates overall have declined nationally for all race and 
JHQGHU�JURXSV�LQ�WKH�SDVW�WZHQW\�\HDUV��WKH�GHFOLQH�KDV�YDULHG�VLJQL¿FDQWO\�IRU�GLIIHUHQW�
SRSXODWLRQV��IURP�D�GURS�RI�����IRU�EODFN�PDOHV�NLOOHG�E\�IHPDOH�LQWLPDWH�SDUWQHUV�
to a drop of only 6% for white females. This downward trend has been attributed to 
LQFUHDVHG�DZDUHQHVV��VHUYLFHV��DQG�LQWHUYHQWLRQ��1HYHUWKHOHVV��WKH�SURSRUWLRQ�RI�IHPDOH�
YLFWLPV�RI�LQWLPDWH�SDUWQHU�KRPLFLGH�KDV�LQFUHDVHG�RYHU�WKH�SDVW�WKLUW\�\HDUV��IURP�����
to 78%.6 

Several key themes emerged across the 2008 cases and are addressed in detail in the 
UHSRUW��7KHVH�LQFOXGH��WKH�UHDFK�DQG�LPSDFW�RI�GRPHVWLF�YLROHQFH�KRPLFLGH��LQFOXGLQJ�
attempts by family and friends to intervene in some way; the impact on children; the 
level of brutality in male-perpetrated domestic violence; stalking behavior; the persistent 
UROH�RI�¿UHDUPV�LQ�GRPHVWLF�YLROHQFH�KRPLFLGHV��KHOS�VHHNLQJ�E\�YLFWLPV�RI�RQJRLQJ�
DEXVH�DQG�WKH�HIIRUWV�RI�IDPLO\�PHPEHUV�WR�SURWHFW�WKHP�DQG�JHW�WKH�DWWHQWLRQ�RI�RI¿FLDO�
interveners on their behalf; the reach of domestic violence homicide into later life; and 
the impact on African American communities.

7KLV�UHSRUW�DOVR�LQFOXGHV�D�SUHYLHZ�RI������¿JXUHV�DQG�DQ�XSGDWH�WR�LQFLGHQWV�IURP�SULRU�
years.
 
Our intent with this report is to honor the victims of domestic violence homicide and help 
Wisconsin communities create opportunities for intervention and prevention. We want 
to expand the understanding of the dynamics of domestic violence among Coordinated 
&RPPXQLW\�5HVSRQVH�7HDPV��(OGHU�$EXVH�,QWHUGLVFLSOLQDU\�7HDPV��DQG�RWKHU�FULWLFDO�
V\VWHPV�ZKHUH�YLFWLPV�DQG�SHUSHWUDWRUV�PLJKW�VHHN�KHOS��DVVLVWDQFH��VXSSRUW��DQG�
treatment. We hope to inspire community members to get involved in efforts to prevent 
domestic violence. 

 

6��%XUHDX�RI�-XVWLFH�6WDWLVWLFV��+RPLFLGH�WUHQGV�LQ�WKH�8�6���,QWLPDWH�SDUWQHU�KRPLFLGH��DYDLODEOH�DW�KWWS���ZZZ�RMS�
XVGRM�JRY�EMV�KRPLFLGH�LQWLPDWHV�KWP��'DWD�FRPSLOHG�IURP�)HGHUDO�%XUHDX�RI�,QYHVWLJDWLRQ�6XSSOHPHQWDU\�+RPLFLGH�
5HSRUWV��,W�GRHV�QRW�LQFOXGH�WKH�UHODWLRQVKLS�FDWHJRULHV�RI�H[�JLUOIULHQG�DQG�H[�ER\IULHQG��,Q�����������RI�LQWLPDWH�
SDUWQHU�KRPLFLGH�YLFWLPV�ZHUH�IHPDOH��������RI���������LQ�����������RI�YLFWLPV�ZHUH�IHPDOH��������RI��������
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Key Findings – 2008 

The following tables provide snapshots of the number and characteristics of victims and 
SHUSHWUDWRUV��KRPLFLGH�PHWKRGV�DQG�ORFDWLRQ��DQG�IDFWRUV�UHODWHG�WR�GRPHVWLF�YLROHQFH�
KRPLFLGH��VXFK�DV�SULRU�KLVWRU\�RI�GRPHVWLF�YLROHQFH�DQG�ZKHWKHU�WKH�YLFWLP�WULHG�WR�
leave the relationship. 

Overview

Domestic violence homicide incidents 33 

Victims of domestic violence homicide 36 

Homicide incidents with two or more victims 2 

Homicide incidents with perpetrator suicide 10 

Total deaths (victim and perpetrator) 46 

Female victims 24 

Male victims 11 

Female perpetrators 1 

Male perpetrators 33

 
%� The victim count includes one perpetrator who was killed by his adult son in defense of his mother 

(a homicide victim). The son is counted as a perpetrator. The case is not included in the multiple 
KRPLFLGHV��KRZHYHU��

%� The two multiple homicide incidents accounted for four of the 36 victims.
%� 2I�WKH����PDOH�YLFWLPV�����ZHUH�NLOOHG�E\�D�PDOH�SHUSHWUDWRU��

Age and gender of victims

Female Male Total by age 

0-6 years 1 2 3 

7-17 -- -- --

18-29 6 4 10 

30-49 10 3 13 

50 and older 7 3 10 

Total 24 12 36 

%� 2I�WKH�YLFWLPV�DJH�¿IW\�DQG�ROGHU��¿YH�ZHUH�RYHU����\HDUV�RI�DJH�DQG�RQH�ZDV�RYHU�����
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Age and gender of perpetrators

Female Male Total by age 

18-29 1 10 11 

30-49 -- 13 13 

50 and over -- 10 10 

Total 1 33 34 

Race or ethnicity of victims and perpetrators

Victims Perpetrators 

Female Male Female Male 

Caucasian 18 6 -- 20 

African American 3 4 1 7 

Asian -- -- -- -- 

Latino or Hispanic 2 1 -- 4 

Native American -- -- -- -- 

Other or unknown 1 1 -- 2 

%� 5DFH�DQG�HWKQLFLW\�OLVWHG�DFFRUGLQJ�WR�LGHQWL¿FDWLRQ�LQ�DQ�RI¿FLDO�UHFRUG�RU�QHZV�UHSRUW�

Methods of killing 

$�KRPLFLGH�RIWHQ�LQYROYHG�PXOWLSOH�PHWKRGV�RI�DVVDXOW��7KH�IROORZLQJ�¿JXUHV�UHÀHFW�WKH�
primary method contributing to the victim’s death.

By number of victims killed by each method 

Shot 17 

Stabbed 8 

%HDWHQ�RU�DVVDXOWHG�E\�EHLQJ�SXQFKHG��SXVKHG��EOXGJHRQHG 8 

)LUH��EXUQV�DQG�RU�VPRNH�DQG�VRRW�LQKDODWLRQ�� 2 

Strangled 1 

%� 18 of the 33 incidents of domestic violence homicide (including self-defense or defense of another) 
LQYROYHG�D�¿UHDUP��SULPDULO\�DV�WKH�PHWKRG�RI�NLOOLQJ�

%� 2QH�YLFWLP�ZDV�VHYHUHO\�EHDWHQ��FROODSVHG�LQWR�WKH�VWUHHW��DQG�ZDV�VWUXFN�E\�D�SDVVLQJ�YHKLFOH�
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Relationship of victim to male perpetrator

When perpetrator was male, victim was: 

Current female partner 15 

Former or estranged female partner 7 

Perpetrator’s child (and child of current or former female partner) 3 

Family member of former or estranged female partner 2 

New male partner or male otherwise connected to the perpetrator’s 
former or estranged female partner 

3 

Former male partner of perpetrator’s current female partner 1 

Brother 1 

Male partner of perpetrator’s sister 1 

Bystander 1 

Father killed by adult son in defense of his mother 1 

 
 
Relationship of victim to female perpetrator

When perpetrator was female, victim was: 

Current male partner (dating relationship) 1 

 
Homicide-suicide 

Homicide incidents with perpetrator suicide 10 

Number of victims in homicide with perpetrator suicide 10 

+RPLFLGH�VXLFLGH�LQFLGHQWV�LQYROYLQJ�¿UHDUPV 5 

0DOH�SHUSHWUDWRU�VXLFLGH 10 

)HPDOH�SHUSHWUDWRU�VXLFLGH -- 

%� None of the homicide-suicide cases in 2008 involved multiple homicides. 
%� In eight of the homicide-suicide cases the homicide victim was the perpetrator’s current female 

partner.
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Multiple homicides

Multiple homicide incidents 2 

Number of victims in multiple homicides 4 

Multiple homicide incidents with perpetrator suicide -- 

0XOWLSOH�KRPLFLGH�LQFLGHQWV�LQYROYLQJ�¿UHDUPV 1 

Male perpetrator 2 

Female perpetrator -- 

%� The count of multiple homicide incidents and related victims does not include an incident involving 
an adult son who killed his father while attempting to defend his mother from a fatal attack. A multiple 
homicide is counted as such when the perpetrator has targeted and killed more than one victim.

%� ,Q�RQH�PXOWLSOH�KRPLFLGH�WKH�YLFWLPV�ZHUH�WKH�SHUSHWUDWRU¶V�FKLOGUHQ��,Q�WKH�VHFRQG��WKH�YLFWLPV�ZHUH�
a former male partner of the perpetrator’s former female partner and a bystander present in the 
attempted homicide of her new partner. 

 
Impact on children 

Children killed (under age 18) 3 

Children at the scene of an adult homicide 12 

Minor children orphaned 5 

Adult children orphaned 3 

Minor children left motherless 8 

Adult children left motherless 19 

Minor children left fatherless 2 

Adult children left fatherless 3 

%� 7KH�QXPEHU�RI�FKLOGUHQ�NLOOHG�LV�PRVW�OLNHO\�DQ�XQGHUFRXQW��DV�DUH�WKH�QXPEHUV�RI�FKLOGUHQ�OHIW�
orphaned or without a parent. See Methodology.
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Prior history of domestic violence

(By incident) 

Known prior history with homicide victim 12 

Known prior history with other victim(s) 7 

Prior history with this or any victim was unknown 14 

 
Leaving the relationship

(By incident; involving either the victim or someone the victim was related 
to or involved with, e.g., a daughter) 

'LYRUFHG��SHQGLQJ�GLYRUFH��RU�VHSDUDWLRQ 8 

8QPDUULHG�DQG�VHSDUDWHG�RU�OHDYLQJ�WKH�UHODWLRQVKLS 9 

8QNQRZQ�LI�DFWLRQ�WR�OHDYH�RU�HQG�WKH�UHODWLRQVKLS 16 

 
Location of homicide

(By incident) 

Victim’s home or shared home with perpetrator 21 

3XEOLF�ORFDWLRQ��H�J���VWUHHW��SDUN��PRWHO��SDUNLQJ�ORW� 6 

Perpetrator’s home 6 
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2008 Homicides

1RWH��3HUSHWUDWRUV�DUH�LGHQWL¿HG�DFFRUGLQJ�WR�QHZV�DFFRXQWV�DQG�SXEOLF�UHFRUGV��
including persons charged with a crime where the case remains open. Case status 
UHÀHFWV�LQIRUPDWLRQ�DYDLODEOH�DW�WKH�WLPH�RI�SXEOLFDWLRQ�RI�WKLV�UHSRUW�1

  County           In the death of...

  Burnett 
 

John Peach������6ZLVV�±�-DQXDU\���
6KRW�WZLFH�LQ�WKH�FKHVW�E\�.\OH�/HH�+XJJHWW������WKH�FXUUHQW�SDUWQHU�RI�3HDFK¶V�IRUPHU�JLUOIULHQG��
Initial charges of second-degree reckless homicide against Huggett were dismissed on grounds of 
self-defense following additional investigation. 

  Columbia Rebecca Weisenberger������3RUWDJH�±�1RYHPEHU��
6KRW�RQFH�LQ�WKH�KHDG�E\�KHU�¿DQFp��-DVRQ�+DUGW������DIWHU�KH�ORDGHG�DQG�XQORDGHG�D�VLQJOH�EXOOHW�
into a .357 revolver. Hardt entered a no contest plea to a charge of homicide by intoxicated use 
RI�D�¿UHDUP��ZLWK�D�GRPHVWLF�DEXVH�PRGL¿HU��+H�ZDV�VHQWHQFHG�WR�WHQ�\HDUV�SUREDWLRQ��VHQWHQFH�
ZLWKKHOG��DQG�WZHOYH�PRQWKV�MDLO�WLPH�����

  Dane
  

Aaron Roberts�����ZHHNV��:DXQDNHH�±�)HEUXDU\���
%HDWHQ�WR�GHDWK�E\�KLV�IDWKHU��'DYLG�$��5REHUWV������ZLWK�LQMXULHV�WKDW�PHGLFDO�DXWKRULWLHV�GHVFULEHG�
as comparable to those sustained from a fall from a three-story building or high-speed crash. 
5REHUWV�SOHG�QR�FRQWHVW�WR�D�FKDUJH�RI�¿UVW�GHJUHH�UHFNOHVV�KRPLFLGH��+H�ZDV�VHQWHQFHG�WR�¿IWHHQ�
\HDUV�LQ�SULVRQ�DQG�WZHQW\�\HDUV�RI�H[WHQGHG�VXSHUYLVLRQ��ZLWK�WKH�FRQGLWLRQ�RI�QR�FRQWDFW�ZLWK�
Aaron’s mother or her family and no contact with the couple’s other child. Charges of intimidation 
RI�D�YLFWLP��IDOVH�LPSULVRQPHQW��PLVGHPHDQRU�EDWWHU\��DQG�GLVRUGHUO\�FRQGXFW�UHODWHG�WR�DQ�LQFLGHQW�
involving the child’s mother the night before the homicide were dismissed as part of the plea 
agreement.

Cassandra Mays������0DGLVRQ�±�-XO\���
6WDEEHG�WR�GHDWK�E\�'DQLHO�/��:ULJKW������KHU�IRUPHU�ER\IULHQG��6KH�KDG�PXOWLSOH�VODVK�DQG�VWDE�
ZRXQGV�WR�KHU�EDFN��KDQGV��IDFH��DQG�QHFN��:ULJKW�SOHG�QR�FRQWHVW�WR�D�UHGXFHG�FKDUJH�RI�VHFRQG�
degree intentional homicide and was sentenced to twenty years in prison and twenty years of 
extended supervision. 

Viviana Tellez-Giron������0DGLVRQ�±�2FWREHU��
%HDWHQ�WR�GHDWK�E\�KHU�HVWUDQJHG�KXVEDQG��6DOYDGRU�7HOOH]�*LURQ������ZKR�WKHQ�KXQJ�KLPVHOI��6KH�
had previously called police to report threats that he had made when she moved out and told him 
WKDW�VKH�ZRXOG�EH�¿OLQJ�IRU�GLYRUFH��

Mark Gregory Johnson������0DGLVRQ�±�1RYHPEHU��
%HDWHQ�DQG�NLFNHG�WR�GHDWK�E\�0LFKDHO�(��9ROW]������ZKR�SOHG�JXLOW\�WR�D�UHGXFHG�FKDUJH�RI�VHFRQG�
degree reckless homicide. Sentencing is pending. A charge of battery in connection with injuries 
to his former girlfriend during the same incident was dismissed and will be read in as part of the 
sentencing.

Craig Severson������&URVV�3ODLQV�±�2FWREHU���
>6HH�DOVR�GHDWK�RI�&UDLJ�)LQOH\��,RZD�&RXQW\@
6KRW�WR�GHDWK�E\�&KDUOHV�(��:LW]HO��-U���ZKR�¿UHG�VL[�VKRWV��LQFOXGLQJ�RQH�WR�6HYHUVRQ¶V�KHDG��DQG�
WKHQ�VKRW�DQG�ZRXQGHG�6HYHUVRQ¶V�¿DQFp��6HYHUVRQ�KDG�RQFH�KDG�D�UHODWLRQVKLS�ZLWK�:LW]HO¶V�
IRUPHU�JLUOIULHQG��$IWHU�WKH�VKRRWLQJV��:LW]HO�DWWHPSWHG�WR�¿QG�KLV�IRUPHU�JLUOIULHQG�DQG�WKHQ�ÀHG�WKH�
state. He returned a few days later and went to the home of her current partner in Iowa County 
ZKHUH�KH�VKRW�DQG�ZRXQGHG�KLP��WKHQ�VKRW�DQG�NLOOHG�KHU�ER\IULHQG¶V�EURWKHU��&UDLJ�)LQOH\��:LW]HO�
SOHG�QR�FRQWHVW�DQG�ZDV�IRXQG�JXLOW\�RI�¿UVW�GHJUHH�LQWHQWLRQDO�KRPLFLGH�LQ�ERWK�GHDWKV��SOXV�FKDUJHV�
of reckless injury and attempted homicide in the related attacks. He was sentenced to life in prison.     

7. The current status of an open case is available through the Wisconsin Circuit Court Access site:  
KWWS���ZFFD�ZLFRXUWV�JRY�LQGH[�[VO�
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  County           In the death of...

  Eau Claire Kathryn S. Padilla������$XJXVWD�±�2FWREHU���
-HIIUH\�7��5RGULFN������KDV�EHHQ�FKDUJHG�ZLWK�IHORQ\�PXUGHU�LQ�WKH�GHDWK�RI�.DWKU\Q�3DGLOOD��ZKRP�
KH�ZDV�OLYLQJ�ZLWK��$�WULDO�LV�SHQGLQJ��3DGLOOD�GLHG�IURP�FRPSOLFDWLRQV�UHODWHG�WR�EHLQJ�EHDWHQ��5RGULFN�
was initially charged with domestic abuse substantial battery with intent to cause bodily harm and 
other charges that were all dismissed and replaced with the felony murder charge when Padilla died.

  Grant Sheron Eggert������0XVFRGD�±�'HFHPEHU���
'LHG�DV�WKH�UHVXOW�RI�D�¿UH�LQWHQWLRQDOO\�VHW�E\�KHU�KXVEDQG��$UWKXU�5��(JJHUW������ZKR�VXEVHTXHQWO\�
died from burns to himself. 

 
  Iowa

 
Craig Finley������0LQHUDO�3RLQW�±�1RYHPEHU��
>6HH�GHDWK�RI�&UDLJ�6HYHUVRQ��'DQH�&RXQW\@

 
  Jackson

 
Alisha Sidie������+DW¿HOG�±�1RYHPEHU��
6KRW�WR�GHDWK�E\�KHU�IRUPHU�KXVEDQG��'RXJODV�6LGLH������2Q�$XJXVW����������KH�SOHG�JXLOW\�WR�D�
FKDUJH�RI�¿UVW�GHJUHH�LQWHQWLRQDO�KRPLFLGH��6HQWHQFLQJ�LV�SHQGLQJ��$GGLWLRQDO�FKDUJHV�RI�KLGLQJ�D�
FRUSVH�DQG�UHVLVWLQJ�RU�REVWUXFWLQJ�DQ�RI¿FHU�DUH�SHQGLQJ�DW�WKH�WLPH�RI�WKLV�UHSRUW��

 
  Kenosha

 
Joann Reidenbach������.HQRVKD�±�0D\���
*DU\�6DERO������KDV�EHHQ�FKDUJHG�ZLWK�¿UVW�GHJUHH�LQWHQWLRQDO�KRPLFLGH��¿UVW�GHJUHH�VH[XDO�DVVDXOW�
XVLQJ�D�GDQJHURXV�ZHDSRQ��DQG�PD\KHP�LQ�WKH�VWDEELQJ�DQG�VKRRWLQJ�GHDWK�RI�-RDQQ�5HLGHQEDFK��
KLV�ZLIH��&KDUJHV�ZHUH�LQLWLDOO\�¿OHG�RQ�0D\�����������WKH�FDVH�KDV�EHHQ�FORVHG�DQG�UHRSHQHG�DQG�
there have been multiple competency hearings. Sabol was arraigned and pled not guilty on May 
����������$W�WKH�WLPH�RI�WKLV�UHSRUW�KH�KDG�EHHQ�VHQW�EDFN�WR�0HQGRWD�0HQWDO�+HDOWK�)DFLOLW\�WR�EH�
reevaluated for competency to stand trial.

 
Roy Villarreal������6RPHUV�±�0D\���
.LOOHG�E\�WZR�ZRXQGV�WR�WKH�DEGRPHQ�IURP�D����JDXJH�VKRWJXQ�¿UHG�E\�'DYLG�/��6SHQFHU������ZKR�
ÀHG�WKH�VFHQH�DQG�WKHQ�FRPPLWWHG�VXLFLGH��5R\�9LOODUUHDO�ZDV�OLYLQJ�ZLWK�6SHQFHU¶V�IRUPHU�JLUOIULHQG��
whom Spencer had been stalking.

 
  Marathon

 
Diane Goulet������:HVWRQ�±�-XQH����
6WDEEHG�QLQHWHHQ�WLPHV�E\�6FRWW�1HKOV������KHU�ORQJWLPH�SDUWQHU��ZKR�WKHQ�VWDEEHG�KLPVHOI�WR�GHDWK��

 
  Marinette

 
Dina Evans������0DULQHWWH�±�-XO\����
-RVHSK�:��(YDQV��-U���'LQD¶V�HVWUDQJHG�KXVEDQG��KDV�EHHQ�FKDUJHG�ZLWK�¿UVW�GHJUHH�LQWHQWLRQDO�
KRPLFLGH�LQ�KHU�GHDWK��$�WULDO�LV�SHQGLQJ��'LQD�(YDQV�GLHG�DIWHU�D�VLQJOH�JXQVKRW�ZRXQG�WR�WKH�FKHVW��
6KH�ZDV�NLOOHG�WKH�VDPH�GD\�WKDW�-RVHSK�(YDQV�ZDV�VHUYHG�D�WHPSRUDU\�UHVWUDLQLQJ�RUGHU�WKDW�VKH�
had applied for ten days prior to her death. 

 
  Milwaukee
    

Kathy Acompanado������:DXZDWRVD�±�0DUFK���
6WDEEHG�PRUH�WKDQ�¿IW\�WLPHV�E\�KHU�¿DQFp��$OOHQ�.HHOHU��ZKR�WKHQ�FRPPLWWHG�VXLFLGH�E\�VHOI�
LQÀLFWHG�VWDE�ZRXQGV��+HU�FKLOGUHQ��DJHV�QLQH�DQG�WKLUWHHQ��DQG�DQRWKHU�FKLOG�ÀHG�WKH�KRXVH�DW������
a.m. and sought help from a friend who took them to their father’s house. He subsequently called 
ODZ�HQIRUFHPHQW�WZLFH�EHIRUH�RI¿FHUV�HQWHUHG�DQ�XQORFNHG�GRRU�DQG�GLVFRYHUHG�WKH�ERGLHV��,Q�WKH�
WKUHH�\HDUV�SULRU�WR�WKH�KRPLFLGH��.HHOHU�KDG�EHHQ�DUUHVWHG�DW�OHDVW�IRXU�WLPHV�IRU�GLVRUGHUO\�FRQGXFW�
DQG�GRPHVWLF�YLROHQFH±UHODWHG�LQFLGHQWV��WKUHH�RI�ZKLFK�LQYROYHG�.DWK\�$FRPSDQDGR�
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  County

  
  In the death of… 

  Milwaukee
    continued Sandra Green������0LOZDXNHH�±�0DUFK����

)HOO�LQWR�WKH�VWUHHW�DIWHU�EHLQJ�VHYHUHO\�EHDWHQ�DQG�NLFNHG�E\�KHU�ER\IULHQG��:LOOLH�1DVK������DQG�ZDV�
hit by a passing vehicle. A jury found Nash guilty of an amended charge of second-degree reckless 
homicide and he was sentenced to ten years in prison and ten years of extended supervision. 

Randy Gordon������0LOZDXNHH�±�$SULO��
6KRW�RQFH�LQ�WKH�VKRXOGHU�E\�0LOWRQ�'HVKDZQ�5RELQVRQ������DV�KH�UDQ�WRZDUG�KLV�JLUOIULHQG��
5RELQVRQ¶V�VLVWHU��*RUGRQ�DQG�5RELQVRQ¶V�VLVWHU�ZHUH�NQRZQ�WR�KDYH�DQ�RQJRLQJ�DEXVLYH�
UHODWLRQVKLS��5RELQVRQ�KDG�FRPH�DW�KLV�VLVWHU¶V�UHTXHVW�WR�SLFN�KHU�XS�DW�D�UHVWDXUDQW�DIWHU�VKH�KDG�
become concerned about Gordon’s behavior and wanted to leave. Gordon followed them from the 
UHVWDXUDQW��5RELQVRQ�SOHG�JXLOW\�WR�DQ�DPHQGHG�FKDUJH�RI�VHFRQG�GHJUHH�UHFNOHVV�KRPLFLGH�DQG�
ZDV�VHQWHQFHG�WR�VHYHQ�\HDUV�LQ�SULVRQ�DQG�¿YH�\HDUV�RI�H[WHQGHG�VXSHUYLVLRQ�

Johnny C. Levy-Spears, �����0LOZDXNHH�±�$SULO���
6KRW�LQ�WKH�QHFN�E\�KLV�EURWKHU��-RKQ�0��/HY\������$W�WKH�WLPH�/HY\�6SHDUV�ZDV�LQ�D�SK\VLFDO�
FRQIURQWDWLRQ�ZLWK�KLV�JLUOIULHQG��ZKRP�KH�KDG�WKURZQ�WR�WKH�JURXQG��/HY\�ZDV�IRXQG�JXLOW\�E\�D�MXU\�
of second-degree reckless homicide by use of a dangerous weapon. He was sentenced to seven 
years in prison and seven years of extended supervision.

Carl C. Coleman������0LOZDXNHH�±�0D\���
'DYLG�%URZQ������KDV�EHHQ�FKDUJHG�ZLWK�¿UVW�GHJUHH�UHFNOHVV�KRPLFLGH�DQG�EHLQJ�D�IHORQ�LQ�
SRVVHVVLRQ�RI�D�¿UHDUP�LQ�WKH�VKRRWLQJ�GHDWK�RI�&DUO�&ROHPDQ��&ROHPDQ�LV�WKH�EURWKHU�RI�%URZQ¶V�
former girlfriend. Coleman was shot when he accompanied his sister to pick up the son she had in 
common with Brown.

Elisabeth K. Witte������0LOZDXNHH�±�0D\���
*HUKDUG�:LWWH������KDV�EHHQ�FKDUJHG�ZLWK�¿UVW�GHJUHH�LQWHQWLRQDO�KRPLFLGH�LQ�WKH�VWDEELQJ�GHDWK�RI�
(OLVDEHWK�:LWWH��KLV�IRUPHU�ZLIH��$�WULDO�LV�SHQGLQJ��(OLVDEHWK�:LWWH�ZDV�VWDEEHG�WR�GHDWK�LQ�D�SXEOLF�
parking garage. Friends who saw Witte in the vicinity alerted police because they knew there was an 
DFWLYH�UHVWUDLQLQJ�RUGHU�DJDLQVW�KLP��(OLVDEHWK�:LWWH�ZDV�SURQRXQFHG�GHDG�DW�WKH�VFHQH�DIWHU�SROLFH�
arrived.  

Lauren Aljubouri, ����0LOZDXNHH�±�-XO\���
6WUDQJOHG�WR�GHDWK�E\�KHU�ER\IULHQG��(ULF�7DYXODUHV������+H�SOHG�JXLOW\�WR�¿UVW�GHJUHH�UHFNOHVV�
homicide and was sentenced to forty years in prison and twenty years of extended supervision.

Miranda Young������0LOZDXNHH�±�2FWREHU���
6KRW�WR�GHDWK�E\�KHU�ER\IULHQG��3KLO�+XJKHV������ZKR�WKHQ�NLOOHG�KLPVHOI��6KH�ZDV�SODQQLQJ�WR�OHDYH�
the relationship.

 
Mirtha Romero-Perez������0LOZDXNHH�±�1RYHPEHU��
Jesus Reynoso de la Cruz����
0LUWKD�5RPHUR�3HUH]�ZDV�VWDEEHG�WR�GHDWK�E\�KHU�HVWUDQJHG�KXVEDQG��-HVXV�5H\QRVR�GH�OD�&UX]��
He was shot and killed by their twenty-three-year-old son as he attempted to protect his mother and 
KLPVHOI��5RPHUR�3HUH]�KDG�D�UHVWUDLQLQJ�RUGHU��ZKLFK�KHU�KXVEDQG�YLRODWHG�DW�OHDVW�RQFH�SULRU�WR�WKH�
homicide.   

Ronald McNeal������0LOZDXNHH�±�1RYHPEHU��
6WDEEHG�RQFH�LQ�WKH�FKHVW�E\�%DGLDWX�7XQLV������7KH\�ZHUH�LQ�D�GDWLQJ�UHODWLRQVKLS��7XQLV�SOHG� 
JXLOW\�WR�KRPLFLGH�E\�D�GDQJHURXV�ZHDSRQ�DQG�ZDV�VHQWHQFHG�WR�¿YH�\HDUV�LQ�SULVRQ�DQG�WKUHH 
years of extended supervision. 

  Ozaukee Mary Butler������3RUW�:DVKLQJWRQ�±�'HFHPEHU����
%HDWHQ�WR�GHDWK�E\�KHU�IRUPHU�KXVEDQG��&KDG�*DQVKRZ������ZKR�WKHQ�KXQJ�KLPVHOI��(DUOLHU�LQ�
WKH�\HDU�VKH�KDG�¿OHG�D�SHWLWLRQ�IRU�D�UHVWUDLQLQJ�RUGHU�DQG�¿OHG�IRU�GLYRUFH��7KH�GLYRUFH�ZDV�¿QDO�
approximately six weeks prior to the homicide.
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  County

  
  In the death of… 

Polk LaVonne Relander������/XFN�±�'HFHPEHU���
6KRW�WR�GHDWK�E\�5D\EXUQ�%R\G������KHU�ORQJWLPH�SDUWQHU��ZKR�WKHQ�FRPPLWWHG�VXLFLGH�

Price Charlotte Engle������3KLOLSV�±�6HSWHPEHU��
6KRW�WR�GHDWK�E\�KHU�GDXJKWHU¶V�HVWUDQJHG�ER\IULHQG��-DPHV�-��/DKRXG��&KDUORWWH¶V�GDXJKWHU�
survived a severe wound to her face. Lahoud had been subject to domestic violence-related criminal 
FKDUJHV�DQG�RU�UHVWUDLQLQJ�RUGHUV�LQ�WKUHH�GLIIHUHQW�FRXQWLHV��7KHUH�ZDV�DQ�DFWLYH�UHVWUDLQLQJ�RUGHU�DW�
WKH�WLPH�RI�WKH�KRPLFLGH��/DKRXG�SOHG�JXLOW\�WR�RQH�FRXQW�RI�¿UVW�GHJUHH�LQWHQWLRQDO�KRPLFLGH�DQG�RQH�
FRXQW�RI�DWWHPSWHG�KRPLFLGH��+H�HQWHUHG�DQ�$OIRUG�3OHD�WR�RQH�FRXQW�RI�¿UVW�GHJUHH�VH[XDO�DVVDXOW�
with use of a dangerous weapon and was found guilty.8 Sentencing is pending.

Rock Stacey Hosey������%HORLW�±�$XJXVW��
'RQ\LO�$QGHUVRQ������KDV�EHHQ�FKDUJHG�ZLWK�¿UVW�GHJUHH�LQWHQWLRQDO�KRPLFLGH�DQG� 
DWWHPSWHG�¿UVW�GHJUHH�LQWHQWLRQDO�KRPLFLGH�LQ�WKH�VWDEELQJ�GHDWK�RI�6WDFH\� 
Hosey and wounding of her male partner. A trial is pending. Hosey died after  
being stabbed approximately thirteen times. Anderson is her former boyfriend.

Jennifer Vordermann������(GJHUWRQ�±�$XJXVW����
-HQQLIHU�9RUGHUPDQQ�ZDV�VKRW�LQ�WKH�EDFN�E\�KHU�KXVEDQG��6KDXQ�9RUGHUPDQQ������ZKR�WKHQ�
FRPPLWWHG�VXLFLGH��6KH�KDG�EHHQ�LQ�WKH�SURFHVV�RI�PRYLQJ�RXW��3ULRU�WR�WKH�KRPLFLGH��ODZ�
HQIRUFHPHQW�KDG�DW�OHDVW�WZR�FRQWDFWV�ZLWK�6KDXQ�9RUGHUPDQQ��LQ�UHVSRQVH�WR�FDOOV�IURP�WKH�YLFWLP�
DQG�IURP�KHU�PRWKHU��LQFOXGLQJ�RQH�ZKHUH�KH�ZDV�RUGHUHG�RXW�RI�WKH�KRXVH�DW�JXQSRLQW��+H�KDG�
made numerous threats to kill himself.     

Shukrije Menxhiqi������-DQHVYLOOH�±�$XJXVW���
6KRW�WR�GHDWK�E\�KHU�KXVEDQG��5H[KHS�0HQ[KLTL������ZKR�WKHQ�FRPPLWWHG�VXLFLGH��6KH�ZDV�VKRW�IRXU�
WLPHV�LQ�WKH�FKHVW��)RXU�RI�WKH�FRXSOH¶V�¿YH�FKLOGUHQ�ZHUH�KRPH�DQG�KHDUG�WKH�JXQVKRWV��

Sauk Savannah Yates����ZHHNV��%DUDERR�±�$SULO���
Tyler Yates����ZHHNV
'DYLG�5��<DWHV������KDV�EHHQ�FKDUJHG�ZLWK�WZR�FRXQWV�RI�¿UVW�GHJUHH�LQWHQWLRQDO�KRPLFLGH�LQ�WKH�
deaths of his infant twins. A trial is pending. The children died after receiving fractured skulls and 
PXOWLSOH�EOXQW�IRUFH�LQMXULHV��2Q�)HEUXDU\�����������<DWHV�SOHG�QR�FRQWHVW�WR�FKDUJHV�RI�GLVRUGHUO\�
FRQGXFW�ZLWK�D�GRPHVWLF�DEXVH�PRGL¿HU�UHODWHG�WR�DEXVH�RI�WKH�WZLQV¶�PRWKHU�ZKLOH�VKH�ZDV�
SUHJQDQW��7ZR�FKDUJHV�RI�GRPHVWLF�DEXVH�EDWWHU\�ZHUH�GLVPLVVHG�RQ�WKH�SURVHFXWRU¶V�PRWLRQ��<DWHV�
was placed on probation for twelve months. 

Shawano Dawn Schutt������6KDZDQR�±�$XJXVW���
0LFKDHO�5��6FKXWW������KDV�EHHQ�FKDUJHG�ZLWK�¿UVW�GHJUHH�LQWHQWLRQDO�KRPLFLGH��DUVRQ��DWWHPSWHG�
¿UVW�GHJUHH�LQWHQWLRQDO�KRPLFLGH��DQG�UHFNOHVV�HQGDQJHUPHQW�LQ�WKH�GHDWK�RI�KLV�IRUPHU�ZLIH�DQG�
LQMXULHV�WR�KLV�DGXOW�VRQ��$�WULDO�LV�SHQGLQJ��'DZQ�6KXWW�GLHG�IURP�VPRNH�DQG�VRRW�LQKDODWLRQ�LQ�WKH�¿UH�
at her home.

St. Croix Kelly Dahm������+XGVRQ�±�6HSWHPEHU����
.HOO\�'DKP�ZDV�VKRW�WR�GHDWK�E\�KHU�IRUPHU�ER\IULHQG��&KULVWRSKHU�/HGHVPD��LQ�KLV�FDU�ZKLOH�LW�ZDV�
in a public parking lot. A bystander heard multiple “popping” noises and saw Ledesma standing 
QH[W�WR�WKH�FDU��EXW�OHIW�ZLWKRXW�FDOOLQJ�WKH�SROLFH��/HGHVPD¶V�LQ�ODZV�VXEVHTXHQWO\�GURYH�E\�WKH�FDU�
containing Kelly Dahm’s body; they did not call the police. Ledesma pled no contest to a reduced 
FKDUJH�RI�VHFRQG�GHJUHH�LQWHQWLRQDO�KRPLFLGH��+H�ZDV�ZDV�IRXQG�JXLOW\�DQG�VHQWHQFHG�WR�WKLUW\�¿YH�
\HDUV�LQ�SULVRQ�DQG�WZHQW\�¿YH�\HDUV�RI�H[WHQGHG�VXSHUYLVLRQ��

8��,Q�DQ�$OIRUG�3OHD�WKH�GHIHQGDQW�GRHV�QRW�DGPLW�WKH�RIIHQVH�FKDUJHG��EXW�DGPLWV�WKDW�WKH�SURVHFXWLRQ�FRXOG�
likely prove the charge. The court pronounces guilt. 
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A Closer Look: The Wide Reach of Domestic  
Violence Homicide

(DFK�GRPHVWLF�YLROHQFH±UHODWHG�KRPLFLGH�KDV�D�ZLGH�LPSDFW�RQ�WKRVH�ZKR�NQRZ�
the parties involved or witness any aspect of the events involved. In compiling the 
2008 data we noticed many cases where that wide reach was particularly direct and 
immediate. The cases included examples of family members interceding in an attempt 
WR�KDOW�DQ�DWWDFN��ZLWK�IDWDO�FRQVHTXHQFHV�IRU�WKHPVHOYHV�RU�WKH�SHUSHWUDWRU��IULHQGV�
or family members discovering the bodies; a perpetrator targeting a former partner’s 
new relationship; and homicides occurring in public places. This is all in addition to the 
impact of domestic violence homicide in the lives of the children who were present at 
the scene or directly involved. 

The 2008 report takes a closer look at seven cases that illustrate the wide reach of 
domestic violence homicide. The following brief accounts are drawn from available 
SXEOLF�LQIRUPDWLRQ��7KH�FDVHV�FURVV�DOO�UHJLRQV�RI�WKH�VWDWH��IURP�UXUDO�WR�XUEDQ�FRXQWLHV��
They are presented in the order in which they occurred during the year. Together these 
VL[�FDVHV�DFFRXQW�IRU�VHYHQ�KRPLFLGHV��WKUHH�DWWDFNV�RQ�RWKHUV�ZKR�VXUYLYHG��DQG�WKUHH�
perpetrator deaths (two suicides and one as a result of intervention to protect a victim).

March 2, 2008 – Wauwatosa, Milwaukee County
.DWK\�$FRPSDQDGR�ZDV�VWDEEHG�PRUH�WKDQ�¿IW\�WLPHV�E\�KHU�¿DQFp��$OOHQ�
.HHOHU��ZKR�WKHQ�FRPPLWWHG�VXLFLGH�E\�VHOI�LQÀLFWHG�VWDE�ZRXQGV��+HU�FKLOGUHQ��
DJHV�QLQH�DQG�WKLUWHHQ��DQG�DQRWKHU�FKLOG�ÀHG�WKH�KRXVH�DW������D�P��DIWHU�
hearing arguing and a thump. The parent of a friend took them to their father’s 
home (Acompanado’s former husband). Because of the children’s concern and 
KLV�NQRZOHGJH�RI�.HHOHU¶V�SDVW�DEXVH�RI�$FRPSDQDGR��WKH�FKLOGUHQ¶V�IDWKHU�
contacted police and asked them to investigate. There was no response to the 
GLVSDWFKHU¶V�UHWXUQ�FDOOV�WR�WKH�UHVLGHQFH�RU�WR�DQ�RI¿FHU¶V�NQRFN�RQ�WKH�GRRU��7KH�
UHVSRQGLQJ�RI¿FHU�FRQFOXGHG�WKDW�WKHUH�ZDV�QRWKLQJ�YLVLEO\�RXW�RI�RUGHU��QRU�ZDV�
WKHUH�DQ\�VRXQG�WR�LQGLFDWH�D�QHHG�IRU�HPHUJHQF\�DVVLVWDQFH��DQG�WKHUH�ZDV�
no basis for a warrantless forced entry to the home. Because of his children’s 
IHDU�DQG�FRQFHUQ�IRU�WKHLU�PRWKHU��WKHLU�IDWKHU�FRQWDFWHG�SROLFH�DJDLQ�VHYHUDO�
hours later. Police entered the premises through an unlocked door and found 
WKH�ERGLHV��,Q�WKH�WKUHH�\HDUV�SULRU�WR�WKH�KRPLFLGH��.HHOHU�KDG�EHHQ�DUUHVWHG�DW�
OHDVW�IRXU�WLPHV�IRU�GLVRUGHUO\�FRQGXFW�DQG�GRPHVWLF�YLROHQFH±UHODWHG�LQFLGHQWV��
three of which involved Acompanado. Twice he appeared in the early hours 
of the morning at the home of friends where she had gone for safety. On one 
occasion he attempted to force his way into the home. On another he shoved the 
KRPHRZQHU�DQG�JUDEEHG�$FRPSDQDGR��ZKR�UHWUHDWHG�WR�DQRWKHU�URRP��6KH�WROG�
police who responded to the call at that time that she feared for her safety. 

August 18, 2008 – Edgerton, Rock County
-HQQLIHU�9RUGHUPDQQ�ZDV�VKRW�LQ�WKH�EDFN�E\�KHU�KXVEDQG��6KDXQ�9RUGHUPDQQ��
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ZKR�WKHQ�FRPPLWWHG�VXLFLGH��0DUULHG�OHVV�WKDQ�D�\HDU��VKH�KDG�EHHQ�LQ�WKH�
process of moving out. Shaun was described as an obsessively jealous man 
ZKR�RIWHQ�PDGH�WKUHDWV�RI�VXLFLGH��-HQQLIHU¶V�PRWKHU�UHSRUWHG�WKDW�6KDXQ�KDG�
EHHQ�VWDONLQJ�-HQQLIHU�IRU�PRQWKV��XVLQJ�WHOHSKRQH�WUDFNLQJ�GHYLFHV�DQG�¿QGLQJ�
KHU�LI�VKH�GLG�QRW�DQVZHU�KLV�FDOOV��)RXU�GD\V�EHIRUH�WKH�FRXSOH�ZDV�IRXQG�GHDG��
-HQQLIHU¶V�PRWKHU�KDG�FRQWDFWHG�SROLFH�EHFDXVH�RI�WH[W�PHVVDJHV�6KDXQ�ZDV�
VHQGLQJ�DQG�KHU�IHDUV�IRU�WKH�FRXSOH¶V�VDIHW\��3ROLFH�PDGH�FRQWDFW�ZLWK�6KDXQ��
but they did not take him into custody or take possession of any weapons. Within 
D�FRXSOH�RI�GD\V��6KDXQ�ZDV�VHQGLQJ�PHVVDJHV�WR�-HQQLIHU�DQG�KHU�IDPLO\�
WKUHDWHQLQJ�WR�NLOO�KLPVHOI�ZLWK�KLV�JXQ��-HQQLIHU�KDG�JRQH�WR�D�QHDUE\�WRZQ�WR�
JHW�DZD\�IURP�KLP��EXW�FDOOHG�SROLFH�XSRQ�UHFHLYLQJ�WKH�PHVVDJHV��6KDXQ�EULHÀ\�
EDUULFDGHG�KLPVHOI�LQ�WKHLU�KRPH��UHVXOWLQJ�LQ�SROLFH�RUGHULQJ�KLP�RXW�RI�WKH�
house at gunpoint and arresting him. He told police that he was only trying to get 
-HQQLIHU¶V�DWWHQWLRQ�EHFDXVH�VKH�KDG�OHIW�DQG�ZRXOG�QRW�UHWXUQ�KLV�FDOOV��3ROLFH�
FDOOHG�-HQQLIHU�EDFN�WR�WKH�UHVLGHQFH�WR�VHFXUH�WKH�FRXSOH¶V�GRJV�DQG�YHULI\�
Shaun’s statements. Shaun disclosed that there was a gun and ammunition 
LQ�WKH�KRPH�DQG�SROLFH�UHPRYHG�LW�DQG�DVNHG�-HQQLIHU�WR�ORFN�LW�LQ�WKH�WUXQN�RI�
her car. Police took Shaun to a crisis intervention facility for a mental health 
evaluation and he was released a few hours later to the custody of his sister. 
Shaun returned home and police found the bodies less than twenty-four hours 
ODWHU��DIWHU�D�FDOO�IURP�-HQQLIHU¶V�PRWKHU�ZKHQ�-HQQLIHU�GLG�QRW�FDOO�IRU�D�ULGH�WR�
ZRUN��6KDXQ�NLOOHG�-HQQLIHU�DQG�WKHQ�KLPVHOI�DIWHU�UHWULHYLQJ�WKH�JXQ�IURP�WKH�
trunk of the car. 

September 11, 2008 – Phillips, Price County
&KDUORWWH�(QJOH�ZDV�VKRW�WR�GHDWK�E\�KHU�GDXJKWHU¶V�HVWUDQJHG�ER\IULHQG��-DPHV�
Lahoud. Charlotte’s daughter survived a severe wound to her face. A passing 
PRWRULVW�GLVFRYHUHG�KHU�RQ�D�URDGZD\��EORRGLHG�DQG�GLVWUDXJKW��&KDUORWWH¶V�
daughter had recently moved in with her mother and had told a coworker that she 
was considering obtaining a restraining order against Lahoud. At the time of the 
NLOOLQJ��/DKRXG�ZDV�XQGHU�D�GHIHUUHG�DJUHHPHQW�RQ�D�FKDUJH�RI�GRPHVWLF�DEXVH�
disorderly conduct for an incident involving Charlotte’s daughter that occurred 
in October 2006. He was also subject to a domestic abuse restraining order 
ZLWK�¿UHDUPV�UHVWULFWLRQV�REWDLQHG�LQ������E\�DQRWKHU�ZRPDQ��(DUOLHU�LQ������D�
four-year restraining order obtained by another woman expired. Between 2003 
DQG������KH�ZDV�VXEMHFW�WR�GRPHVWLF�YLROHQFH�UHODWHG�FULPLQDO�FKDUJHV�DQG�
or restraining orders in three different counties. Lahoud pled guilty to one count 
RI�¿UVW�GHJUHH�LQWHQWLRQDO�KRPLFLGH�DQG�RQH�FRXQW�RI�DWWHPSWHG�KRPLFLGH��+H�
HQWHUHG�DQ�$OIRUG�3OHD�WR�RQH�FRXQW�RI�¿UVW�GHJUHH�VH[XDO�DVVDXOW�ZLWK�XVH�RI�D�
dangerous weapon and was found guilty.1 Sentencing is pending.

9��,Q�DQ�$OIRUG�3OHD�WKH�GHIHQGDQW�GRHV�QRW�DGPLW�WKH�RIIHQVH�FKDUJHG��EXW�DGPLWV�WKDW�WKH�SURVHFXWLRQ�FRXOG�
likely prove the charge. The court pronounces guilt. 

9
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September 20, 2008 – Hudson, St. Croix County
.HOO\�'DKP�ZDV�VKRW�WR�GHDWK�E\�KHU�IRUPHU�ER\IULHQG��&KULVWRSKHU�/HGHVPD��
7KH�DWWDFN�RFFXUUHG�LQ�KLV�FDU��LQ�WKH�SDUNLQJ�ORW�RI�WKH�FRXQW\�JRYHUQPHQW�FHQWHU��
A bystander heard multiple “popping” noises and saw Ledesma standing next 
WR�WKH�FDU��EXW�OHIW�ZLWKRXW�FDOOLQJ�WKH�SROLFH��6KRUWO\�DIWHU�WKH�VKRRWLQJ�/HGHVPD�
called his wife in another city and told her that he had shot and killed Dahm 
and where the car and body could be found; she did not call the police. His in-
laws subsequently drove by the car containing Dahm’s body; they did not call 
the police. The homicide was discovered after Ledesma’s brother called police 
because he was threatening members of his family and they refused to let him in 
the house. Dahm had recently ended her relationship with Ledesma and moved 
in with her parents. Her parents had expressed concerns about his behavior and 
encouraged their daughter to get away from him. Ledesma pled no contest to a 
reduced charge of second degree intentional homicide and was found guilty. He 
ZDV�VHQWHQFHG�WR�WKLUW\�¿YH�\HDUV�LQ�SULVRQ�DQG�WZHQW\�¿YH�\HDUV�RI�H[WHQGHG�
supervision. Ledesma had previously spent four years in prison after a stabbing 
(non-domestic violence). At the time of the homicide he was prohibited from 
SRVVHVVLQJ�D�¿UHDUP��

October 31, 2008 – Cross Plains, Dane County
November 6, 2008 – Mineral Point, Iowa County 
&UDLJ�6HYHUVRQ�ZDV�VKRW�WR�GHDWK�E\�&KDUOHV�(��:LW]HO��-U��:LW]HO�¿UHG�VL[�VKRWV��
LQFOXGLQJ�RQH�WR�6HYHUVRQ¶V�KHDG��DQG�WKHQ�VKRW�DQG�ZRXQGHG�6HYHUVRQ¶V�¿DQFp��
Witzel killed Severson after hearing that he had had a relationship with Witzel’s 
former girlfriend. Witzel’s relationship with that woman had ended approximately 
D�\HDU�SULRU�WR�KLV�DWWDFN�RQ�6HYHUVRQ��EXW�LQ�GD\V�SULRU�WR�WKH�KRPLFLGH�:LW]HO�
KDG�EHHQ�VHQGLQJ�WKUHDWHQLQJ�WH[W�PHVVDJHV�WR�KHU���:KLOH�LQ�WKDW�UHODWLRQVKLS��
Witzel reportedly shot a man in the leg who he believed had a romantic interest 
LQ�KHU���$IWHU�WKH�VKRRWLQJV��:LW]HO�DWWHPSWHG�WR�ORFDWH�KLV�IRUPHU�JLUOIULHQG�DW�KHU�
SODFH�RI�HPSOR\PHQW��WKHQ�ÀHG�WKH�VWDWH��+H�UHWXUQHG�WR�:LVFRQVLQ�D�IHZ�GD\V�
later and went to the home of her current partner where he shot and wounded 
KLP��WKHQ�VKRW�DQG�NLOOHG�KHU�ER\IULHQG¶V�EURWKHU��&UDLJ�)LQOH\��:LW]HO¶V�IRUPHU�
girlfriend was not at the house; she had left to stay with friends when she learned 
that he was wanted in Severson’s death. Witzel pled no contest and was found 
JXLOW\�RI�¿UVW�GHJUHH�LQWHQWLRQDO�KRPLFLGH�LQ�ERWK�GHDWKV��SOXV�FKDUJHV�RI�UHFNOHVV�
injury and attempted homicide in the related attacks. He was sentenced to life in 
prison.     

November 3, 2008 – Milwaukee, Milwaukee County
0LUWKD�5RPHUR�3HUH]�ZDV�VWDEEHG�WR�GHDWK�E\�KHU�HVWUDQJHG�KXVEDQG��-HVXV�
5H\QRVR�GH�OD�&UX]��ZKR�ZDV�WKHQ�VKRW�DQG�NLOOHG�E\�WKHLU�WZHQW\�WKUHH�\HDU�
old son as he attempted to protect his mother and protect himself as his father 
came toward him. Another son was also at the scene and tried to protect her. 
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7KUHH�ZHHNV�SULRU�WR�WKH�KRPLFLGH��5RPHUR�3HUH]�¿OHG�IRU�GLYRUFH�DQG�REWDLQHG�
D�GRPHVWLF�DEXVH�UHVWUDLQLQJ�RUGHU��ZKLFK�5H\QRVR�GH�OD�&UX]�YLRODWHG�DW�OHDVW�
RQFH�SULRU�WR�WKH�KRPLFLGH��,Q�REWDLQLQJ�WKH�UHVWUDLQLQJ�RUGHU��5RPHUR�3HUH]�
GHVFULEHG�KHU�KXVEDQG�DV�SXQFKLQJ�KHU�LQ�WKH�IDFH��WKUHDWHQLQJ�WR�³EUHDN´�KHU�
IDFH��ELWLQJ�KHU�LQ�WKH�EDFN��WKUHDWHQLQJ�KHU�ZLWK�D�VZRUG�DQG�D�JXQ��WKUHDWHQLQJ�
WR�NLOO�KHU�DQG�WR�NLOO�KLPVHOI��DQG�EUHDNLQJ�GRZQ�WKH�GRRU�ZKHQ�VKH�WULHG�WR�KLGH�
in one of her son’s rooms.    

Multiple homicides

0XOWLSOH�KRPLFLGHV��ZKHUH�D�VLQJOH�SHUSHWUDWRU�NLOOV�PRUH�WKDQ�RQH�SHUVRQ��LPPHGLDWHO\�
illustrate the wide-reaching harm caused by domestic violence. The circle of people 
directly touched by the attack and resulting deaths expands greatly and there is often 
much media attention to the event.2 Sometimes family members and friends who have 
tried to help and support a victim are also the targets. Often the attack includes or 
is directed at the perpetrator’s children. Almost always the homicides include or are 
GLUHFWHG�DW�D�FXUUHQW�RU�IRUPHU�LQWLPDWH�SDUWQHU��VXFK�DV�NLOOLQJ�WKH�FKLOGUHQ��EXW�OHDYLQJ�
WKHLU�PRWKHU�DOLYH��0RVW�PXOWLSOH�GRPHVWLF�YLROHQFH�KRPLFLGHV�DUH�SHUSHWUDWHG�E\�PHQ��
as are most homicide-suicides.3 

,Q������WKHUH�ZHUH�WZR�FDVHV�LQYROYLQJ�PXOWLSOH�KRPLFLGHV��ZLWK�D�WRWDO�RI�IRXU�YLFWLPV��
7KH�FDVH�LQYROYLQJ�WKH�GHDWKV�RI�&UDLJ�6HYHUVRQ�DQG�&UDLJ�)LQOH\��DQG�DWWDFNV�RQ�WZR�
SHRSOH�ZKR�VXUYLYHG��LV�GHVFULEHG�DERYH��,Q�DQRWKHU�FDVH�D�IDWKHU�KDV�EHHQ�FKDUJHG�
with the deaths of his infant twins and a trial is pending. 2008 marks a decline in multiple 
homicides from the previous three years. In each of the years from 2005 through 2007 
WKHUH�ZHUH�IRXU�PXOWLSOH�KRPLFLGH�FDVHV��ZLWK�WHQ��HLJKW��DQG�¿IWHHQ�YLFWLPV��UHVSHFWLYHO\�
(a total of thirty-three). 
 
‘Near homicides’

:KLOH�ZH�GR�QRW�WUDFN�QRQ�IDWDO�DWWDFNV�V\VWHPDWLFDOO\��VXFK�FDVHV�TXLFNO\�FRPH�XS�LQ�
the search for homicide cases. These ‘near homicides’ are distinguished by an apparent 
LQWHQWLRQ�WR�NLOO�WKH�YLFWLP�WKDW�LV�WKZDUWHG�E\�WKH�YLFWLP¶V�DFWLRQV��LQWHUYHQWLRQ�E\�RWKHUV��
D�VKRW�RU�EORZ�WKDW�GLG�QRW�GR�DV�PXFK�GDPDJH�DV�LW�FRXOG�KDYH��RU�SURPSW�PHGLFDO�
DWWHQWLRQ��,I�ZH�FRXOG�LGHQWLI\�DOO�QHDU�KRPLFLGHV�WKDW�RFFXU�LQ�:LVFRQVLQ��WKH�UDQJH�DQG�
impact of domestic violence would be even wider and more visible than it already is. For 

 
10. This media attention is often highly sensational and lacking in its understanding of domestic violence. Past edi- This media attention is often highly sensational and lacking in its understanding of domestic violence. Past edi-
WLRQV�RI�WKH�:LVFRQVLQ�'RPHVWLF�9LROHQFH�+RPLFLGH�5HSRUW�KDYH�SDLG�VSHFL¿F�DWWHQWLRQ�WR�PHGLD�DFFRXQWV�RI�GRPHV-
WLF�YLROHQFH�KRPLFLGHV��H�J���VHH�WKH������DQG������UHSRUWV���7KH\�LGHQWL¿HG�WKH�IROORZLQJ�LVVXHV�LQ�PHGLD�FRYHUDJH�
of domestic violence homicides: (1) the homicides are rarely labeled as or placed in the broader context of domestic 
YLROHQFH������FRYHUDJH�SURYLGHV�DQ�LQDFFXUDWH�YLHZ�RI�GRPHVWLF�YLROHQFH�DQG�UHLQIRUFHV�P\WKV��DQG������VRXUFHV�WKDW�
shape the stories are often limited or poorly chosen.
11��6HH�WKH�GLVFXVVLRQ�RI�LQWLPDWH�SDUWQHU�KRPLFLGHV�DQG�VXLFLGHV�LQ�'DYLG�$GDPV��:K\�'R�7KH\�.LOO"�0HQ�:KR� 
0XUGHU�7KHLU�,QWLPDWH�3DUWQHUV��9DQGHUELOW�8QLYHUVLW\�3UHVV�������

10

11



17

HYHU\�DVVDXOW�WKDW�HQGV�LQ�GHDWK�WKHUH�DUH�FRXQWOHVV�RWKHUV�WKDW�OHDYH�YLFWLPV�WHUURUL]HG��
VHYHUHO\�KXUW��DQG�WUDXPDWL]HG�DQG�RIWHQ�GUDZ�LQ�IDPLO\�PHPEHUV��QHLJKERUV��DQG 
UHVSRQGLQJ�RI¿FHUV�DV�ZHOO�

7KH������H[DPSOHV�LQFOXGH�D�VWDQGRII�ZLWK�SROLFH�WKDW�HQGHG�LQ�RI¿FHUV�VKRRWLQJ�DQG�
ZRXQGLQJ�WKH�VXVSHFW��ZKR�KDG�HDUOLHU�KHOG�WKH�ZRPDQ�KH�OLYHG�ZLWK�DJDLQVW�KHU�ZLOO��D�
man who shot and badly injured his former girlfriend before killing himself; a man who 
survived a stab wound to the chest from his former wife; and an attempted contract 
killing that left a man with gunshot wounds to his face and back.
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Key Themes and Policy Implications

Impact on children
Children at the scene and losing parents

/LYLQJ�ZLWK�GRPHVWLF�YLROHQFH�KDV�D�SURIRXQG�HIIHFW�RQ�FKLOGUHQ��SDUWLFXODUO\�ZKHQ�LW�
leads to homicide: the impact of seeing a parent murdered and perhaps seeing a parent 
FRPPLW�VXLFLGH��WKH�DIWHUPDWK�RI�ORVLQJ�D�SDUHQW�WR�KRPLFLGH��DQG��DWWDFNV�RQ�FKLOGUHQ��
Homicides that occur in a public setting may be witnessed by children who live next 
GRRU��SDVV�RQ�WKH�VWUHHW��RU�SOD\�LQ�WKH�SDUN��&KLOGUHQ�DUH�DOVR�VRPHWLPHV�NLOOHG�RU�
LQMXUHG�DV�E\VWDQGHUV�GXULQJ�DQ�DWWDFN�WKDW�WDUJHWV�DQRWKHU�SHUVRQ��DOWKRXJK�WKHUH�ZHUH�
no such deaths in 2008. 

At least 12 minor children were at the scene of six of the 2008 homicides in 2008. 
7KRVH�FKLOGUHQ�UDQJHG�LQ�DJHV�IURP�RQH�\HDU�WR�HLJKWHHQ��,Q�RQH�FDVH�FKLOGUHQ�ÀHG�WKH�
house in the middle of the night after hearing arguing and a disturbance. In another 
FDVH�FKLOGUHQ�FDOOHG�WKH�SROLFH�IRU�KHOS��<RXQJ�DGXOWV��DJHV����WR�����ZHUH�DOVR�SUHVHQW��
including one son who shot and killed his father in an attempt to protect his mother and 
himself. 

Domestic violence homicide also means that many children lose one or both parents 
WKURXJK�KRPLFLGH�DQG�RIWHQ�D�UHODWHG�VXLFLGH��:KLOH�WKH�WDOO\�FDQQRW�EH�SUHFLVH��DQG�
LV�PRVW�OLNHO\�DQ�XQGHUFRXQW��LQ������DW�OHDVW�¿YH�PLQRU�FKLOGUHQ�ZHUH�RUSKDQHG��HLJKW�
ZHUH�OHIW�ZLWKRXW�D�PRWKHU��DQG�WZR�ZHUH�OHIW�ZLWKRXW�D�IDWKHU��$GXOW�FKLOGUHQ�ZHUH�
similarly affected by the death of one or more parents. 

The intersection of domestic violence and child custody 

There is a growing understanding of the ways in which batterers use children as a tactic 
RI�FRHUFLRQ�DQG�FRQWURO�DJDLQVW�WKHLU�PRWKHUV��LQFOXGLQJ�WKUHDWV�WR�DEGXFW�RU�NLOO�WKH�
FKLOGUHQ��SDUWLFXODUO\�LI�D�ZRPDQ�WULHV�WR�OHDYH�WKH�UHODWLRQVKLS�4 News media reporting 
RIWHQ�UHIHUV�WR�D�³FXVWRG\�EDWWOH�´�ZLWKRXW�DQ\�FORVHU�H[DPLQDWLRQ�RI�KRZ�NLOOLQJ�D�FKLOG�LV�
perhaps the most powerful form of coercion and control.

'HVSLWH�WKH�RYHUDOO�WUHQG�WR�UHFRJQL]H�WKH�VHULRXVQHVV�RI�GRPHVWLF�YLROHQFH��SDUWLFXODUO\�
ZLWKLQ�WKH�FULPLQDO�OHJDO�V\VWHP��DEXVLYH�PHQ�ZKR�¿JKW�IRU�FXVWRG\�FRQWLQXH�WR�ZLQ�
FRQWHVWHG�DFWLRQV��,Q�������WKH�VWDWH�OHJLVODWXUH�HQDFWHG�D�ODZ�������$FW������DLPHG�DW�
addressing this problem. The new law created a rebuttable presumption that it is not in 
the best interest of children to be placed with a parent who is known to have engaged 
�LQ�GRPHVWLF�DEXVH��+RZHYHU��WKHUH�LV�FXUUHQWO\�QR�FHQWUDOL]HG�PHWKRG�IRU�WUDFNLQJ�WKH�
outcome of family law cases involving domestic abuse. There has also been no review 

12��6HH�$GDPV��:K\�'R�7KH\�.LOO"�$OVR��/XQG\�%DQFURIW�DQG�-D\�*��6LOYHUPDQ��7KH�%DWWHUHU�DV�3DUHQW��$GGUHVVLQJ�
WKH�,PSDFW�RI�'RPHVWLF�9LROHQFH�RQ�)DPLO\�'\QDPLFV��6DJH�3XEOLFDWLRQV�������

12
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of the extent to which the new law has been successfully implemented in family courts 
DFURVV�WKH�VWDWH��2QH�RI�WKH�IHZ�FRPSUHKHQVLYH�VWXGLHV�RI�WKLV�LVVXH��UHOHDVHG�E\�WKH�
IHGHUDO�'HSDUWPHQW�RI�-XVWLFH�LQ�������IRXQG�WKDW�DEXVLYH�PHQ�ZKR�¿JKW�IRU�FXVWRG\�
ZLQ�����RI�FRQWHVWHG�DFWLRQV��REWDLQLQJ�DW�OHDVW�MRLQW�SK\VLFDO�DQG�OHJDO�FXVWRG\�RU�
sole custody.5 0DQ\�IDPLO\�FRXUWV�FRPSRXQG�GLI¿FXOWLHV�UHODWHG�WR�DGXOW�YLFWLP�DQG�FKLOG�
VDIHW\�ZKHQ�WKH\�IDLO�WR�UHFRJQL]H�GRPHVWLF�DEXVH��LWV�VHULRXVQHVV��DQG�LWV�SURIRXQG�
effects on children. Many batterers pursue custody of the children as means to continue 
to exert control or to abuse their estranged partners. The existence of joint custody 
and visitation orders can provide a batterer with access to information about the child’s 
PRWKHU��KHU�ORFDWLRQ��ZKR�VKH�LV�GDWLQJ��DQG�KHU�DFWLYLWLHV��$OO�RI�WKLV�FDQ�FRQWULEXWH�WR�
stalking and the risk of homicide.6   

It is clear that separation and decisions related to custody and visitation are a volatile 
DQG�GDQJHURXV�WLPH��DOWKRXJK�WKH\�UHPDLQ�ODUJHO\�XQH[DPLQHG�DQG�XQUHSRUWHG�LQ�
FRYHUDJH�RI�GRPHVWLF�YLROHQFH�KRPLFLGH��,Q�������RQO\�RQH�LQFLGHQW�GLUHFWO\�UHIHUHQFHG�
custody issues as a factor in the homicide. In two other incidents that involved an 
intimate partner who was leaving or had left the relationship there were minor children 
and potential custody and visitation issues.       

The intersection of domestic violence and child abuse

Various studies estimate that between three and ten million children are exposed to 
GRPHVWLF�YLROHQFH�DQQXDOO\��7KH�8�6��$GYLVRU\�%RDUG�RQ�&KLOG�$EXVH�VXJJHVWV�WKDW�
domestic violence may be the single major precursor to child abuse and neglect 
fatalities in the country.7 While not all of these homicides occur within the context of 
GRPHVWLF�YLROHQFH��PDQ\�GR�

(DFK�HGLWLRQ�RI�WKLV�UHSRUW�LQFOXGHV�PDQ\�GLVFXVVLRQV�EDFN�DQG�IRUWK�DW�:&$'9�DERXW�
how and whether to include child abuse–related deaths. We include children who were 
NLOOHG�DV�D�GLUHFW�UHVXOW�RI�D�GRPHVWLF�YLROHQFH�LQFLGHQW��VXFK�DV�FKLOGUHQ�NLOOHG�DORQJ�
with their mother. Because of the pervasive use and abuse of children as a tactic of 
EDWWHULQJ��ZH�DOVR�LQFOXGH�FKLOGUHQ�NLOOHG�ZKHQ�WKHUH�DUH�LQGLFDWLRQV�WKDW�RQH�SDUHQW�KDV�
abused the other. While we believe that a larger number of child deaths are directly 
UHODWHG�WR�DQ�RQJRLQJ�SDWWHUQ�RI�GRPHVWLF�DEXVH��RXU�FXUUHQW�PHWKRGV�RI�WUDFNLQJ�
homicides do not allow us to consistently identify children killed by perpetrators of 
domestic violence. For 2008 we omitted three child abuse deaths where we could not 
GH¿QLWLYHO\�PDNH�WKH�GRPHVWLF�YLROHQFH�OLQN��:H�LQFOXGHG�WKH�IROORZLQJ�FDVH�DQG�RQH�
other in the 2008 report.
 
13��5��%DFKPDQ�DQG�/�(��6DOW]PDQ��1DWLRQDO�&ULPH�9LFWLPL]DWLRQ�6XUYH\��9LROHQFH�$JDLQVW�:RPHQ��(VWLPDWHV�IURP�
WKH�5HGHVLJQHG�6XUYH\��8�6��'2-��%XUHDX�RI�-XVWLFH�6WDWLVWLFV��������0RUH�UHFHQW�VWXGLHV�VKRZ�WKDW�UDLVLQJ�DOOHJD-
tions of abuse often hurts the abused or protective parent. The Leadership Council on Child Abuse and Interpersonal 
9LROHQFH�SURYLGHV�DQ�DQQRWDWHG�UHYLHZ�RI�UHVHDUFK��KWWS���ZZZ�OHDGHUVKLSFRXQFLO�RUJ���SDV�GY�KWPO�
14��6HH�%DQFURIW�DQG�6LOYHUPDQ��7KH�%DWWHUHU�DV�3DUHQW�
15��5HVHDUFK�FLWHG�E\�)DPLO\�9LROHQFH�3UHYHQWLRQ�)XQG��7KH�)DFWV�RQ�&KLOGUHQ�DQG�'RPHVWLF�9LROHQFH��KWWS���ZZZ�
HQGDEXVH�RUJ�UHVRXUFHV�IDWV�&KLOGUHQ�SGI.
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%� $DURQ�5REHUWV��HOHYHQ�ZHHNV�ROG��ZDV�EHDWHQ�WR�GHDWK�E\�KLV�IDWKHU��'DYLG�
$��5REHUWV��0HGLFDO�DXWKRULWLHV�GHVFULEHG�WKH�LQMXULHV�DV�FRPSDUDEOH�WR�WKRVH�
VXVWDLQHG�IURP�D�IDOO�IURP�D�WKUHH�VWRU\�EXLOGLQJ�RU�KLJK�VSHHG�FUDVK��5REHUWV�
ZDV�IRXQG�JXLOW\�RI�¿UVW�GHJUHH�UHFNOHVV�KRPLFLGH�DIWHU�D�QR�FRQWHVW�SOHD�DQG�
VHQWHQFHG�WR�¿IWHHQ�\HDUV�LQ�SULVRQ�DQG�WZHQW\�\HDUV�RI�H[WHQGHG�VXSHUYLVLRQ��
with the condition of no contact with Aaron’s mother or her family and no 
FRQWDFW�ZLWK�WKH�FRXSOH¶V�RWKHU�FKLOG��7KH�QLJKW�EHIRUH�WKH�KRPLFLGH�5REHUWV�
had been physically violent with the child’s mother. Charges related to that 
LQFLGHQW��LQWLPLGDWLRQ�RI�D�YLFWLP��IDOVH�LPSULVRQPHQW��PLVGHPHDQRU�EDWWHU\��DQG�
disorderly conduct) were dismissed as part of the plea agreement.

 
Leaving does not equal safety 

(YHU\�\HDU�WKRXVDQGV�RI�EDWWHUHG�ZRPHQ�PDNH�GHFLVLRQV�WR�OHDYH�WKHLU�DEXVLYH�
partners and make new and better lives for themselves and their children. Leaving an 
DEXVLYH�UHODWLRQVKLS�LV�RIWHQ�D�YHU\�GLI¿FXOW��FRPSOH[��DQG�GDQJHURXV�SURFHVV���

$FFRUGLQJ�WR�WKH�1DWLRQDO�&ULPH�9LFWLPL]DWLRQ�6XUYH\��WKH�UDWH�RI�GRPHVWLF�YLROHQFH�
homicides by husbands was 25 times higher when women were separated from 
their husbands than when married and cohabitating.8 Other research has found that 
a woman’s attempt to leave was the precipitating factor in 45% of intimate partner 
homicides of women.9 Leaving means weighing and reweighing threats to themselves 
and their loved ones. The frequency of such threats is related to an increased risk of 
violence for victims who had left their relationship.10�7KH�ZRUN�RI�-DFTXHO\Q�&DPSEHOO�
and others shows that women whose partners threatened them with murder were 15 
times more likely than other women to be killed.11 Nearly half of domestic violence 
homicides occur a month or more after a couple has separated.12  

Many of the homicides described earlier in this report illustrate the frequent connection 
EHWZHHQ�OHDYLQJ�D�UHODWLRQVKLS�DQG�KRPLFLGH��2I�WKH����LQFLGHQWV�LQ�������DOPRVW�KDOI�
��������LQYROYHG�D�PDUULDJH�RU�RWKHU�LQWLPDWH�SDUWQHU�UHODWLRQVKLS�ZKHUH�D�ZRPDQ�KDG�
ended or was taking action to leave the relationship. In the remainder of the cases it 
was unknown whether a victim was taking any steps to leave.

16��1HDO�:HEVGDOH��Understanding Domestic Homicide��1RUWKHDVWHUQ�8QLYHUVLW\�3UHVV�������
17��&DURO\Q�5HEHFFD�%ORFN��³+RZ�&DQ�3UDFWLWLRQHUV�+HOS�DQ�$EXVHG�:RPDQ�/RZHU�+HU�5LVN�RI�'HDWK"´�NIJ Journal, 
,VVXH������1RYHPEHU������
����5XWK�(��)OXHU\�HW�DO���³:KHQ�(QGLQJ�WKH�5HODWLRQVKLS�'RHV�1RW�(QG�WKH�9LROHQFH��:RPHQ¶V�([SHULHQFHV�RI�9LR���5XWK�(��)OXHU\�HW�DO���³:KHQ�(QGLQJ�WKH�5HODWLRQVKLS�'RHV�1RW�(QG�WKH�9LROHQFH��:RPHQ¶V�([SHULHQFHV�RI�9LR-
OHQFH�E\�)RUPHU�3DUWQHUV�´�Violence Against Women, December 2000.
19��&DPSEHOO�HW�DO���³$VVHVVLQJ�5LVN�)DFWRUV�´�
20��-DFTXHO\Q�&DPSEHOO�HW�DO���³5LVN�)DFWRUV�IRU�)HPLFLGH�LQ�$EXVLYH�5HODWLRQVKLSV��5HVXOWV�IURP�D�0XOWL�VLWH�&DVH�
&RQWURO�6WXG\�´�American Journal of Public Health�������
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Stalking

6WDONLQJ�KDV�D�OHQJWK\�OHJDO�GH¿QLWLRQ�XQGHU�:LVFRQVLQ�ODZ�13�7R�SDUDSKUDVH��LW�LV�D�
pattern of unwanted conduct that carries an implied or explicit threat that causes fear in 
the person who is the target of the behavior. It can include “following me” and “checking 
XS�RQ�PH�´�DV�EHKDYLRUV�EDWWHUHG�ZRPHQ�RIWHQ�GHVFULEH��,W�FDQ�LQFOXGH�UHSHDWHG�KDQJ�
XS�FDOOV��H�PDLO��RU�DSSHDULQJ�DW�VRPHRQH¶V�SODFH�RI�ZRUN��,W�FDQ�LQFOXGH�OHDYLQJ�D�
ERXTXHW�RI�ÀRZHUV�RQ�D�GRRUVWHS��&KDQJHV�LQ�WHFKQRORJ\²VXFK�DV�JOREDO�SRVLWLRQLQJ�
WUDFNLQJ�GHYLFHV��WH[W�PHVVDJLQJ��DQG�WKH�SUROLIHUDWLRQV�RI�GDWDEDVHV�ZLWK�SHUVRQDO�
LGHQWLI\LQJ�LQIRUPDWLRQ²KDYH�H[SDQGHG�WKH�ZD\V�LQ�ZKLFK�VWDONLQJ�FDQ�RFFXU��,Q�RQH�
VWXG\�RI�YLFWLPV�RI�EDWWHULQJ�ZKR�VXUYLYHG�D�KRPLFLGH�DWWHPSW��HYHU\�ZRPDQ�UHSRUWHG�
VRPH�NLQG�RI�VWDONLQJ�EHKDYLRU�E\�WKH�DEXVLYH�SDUWQHU�ZLWK�D�VLJQL¿FDQW�HVFDODWLRQ�SULRU�
WR�WKH�¿QDO�DVVDXOW��2WKHU�UHVHDUFK�KDV�IRXQG�WKDW�SHUSHWUDWRUV�RI�GRPHVWLF�YLROHQFH�
homicide are twice as likely to have used stalking behaviors.14 Stalking often escalates 
as a woman is trying to leave an abusive relationship. 

7KH������KRPLFLGHV�LQFOXGHG�VHYHUDO�H[DPSOHV�RI�VWDONLQJ�EHKDYLRU��LQFOXGLQJ�WUDFNLQJ�D�
victim’s movements and knowing her whereabouts and the increased use of cell phone 
text messaging as an aspect of stalking. One perpetrator used telephone tracking and 
appeared at the victim’s place of work or other locations when she did not respond 
to his calls. Another sent threatening text messages and attempted to track down the 
victim at her place of work. 

Wider brutality and contrasts between male and female perpetrators

%H\RQG�WKH�RYHUDUFKLQJ�EUXWDOLW\�RI�DQ\�PHWKRG�RI�NLOOLQJ�VRPHRQH��FHUWDLQ�DFWV�VWDQG�
out. In 2008 these included:

%� 6WDEELQJ�D�ZRPDQ�RYHU�¿IW\�WLPHV
%� Stabbing a woman and slitting her throat
%� Beating a woman to death
%� 6ODVKLQJ�DQG�VWDEELQJ�D�ZRPDQ�RQ�KHU�EDFN��KDQGV��IDFH��DQG�QHFN
%� Stabbing a woman over thirteen times
%� 6WDEELQJ�D�ZRPDQ�DQG�¿ULQJ�WKUHH�JXQVKRWV�WR�KHU�FKHVW�DQG�VWRPDFK
%� 6KRRWLQJ�D�PDQ�VL[�WLPHV��LQFOXGLQJ�RQH�WR�WKH�KHDG
%� Shooting a woman in the face
%� Stabbing a woman nineteen times
%� Hitting a child with or against something to cause “severe blunt force trauma”
%� Beating a man to death 

21.����������:LVFRQVLQ�6WDWXWHV
22.�$GDPV��Why Do they Kill?��DQG��&DPSEHOO�HW�DO���FLWHG�LQ�$GDPV�
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There was a contrast between men and women as perpetrators in the level of brutality 
involved in the homicide. All of the above examples describe the actions of men. The 
YLFWLPV�ZHUH�ZRPHQ��FKLOGUHQ��DQG�WZR�PHQ�NLOOHG�EHFDXVH�RI�WKHLU�UHODWLRQVKLS�ZLWK�RU�
proximity to a woman who was the focus of the attack or the focus of the perpetrator’s 
prior violence and threats.15 Men were the perpetrators of all but one of the 2008 
homicides.  

7ZR�RI�WKH�KRPLFLGHV�LQYROYHG�VH[XDO�DJJUHVVLRQ�DQG�DWWDFNV��LQFOXGLQJ�UHSHDWHG�
assaults on a surviving victim and a woman who told police prior to her death that her 
husband attacked her because she had resisted his demands to have sex.

The homicide committed by a woman in 2008 that is included in this report was caused 
by a single stab wound to the victim’s chest. It did not include the kind of repeated 
assault or mutilation described above. The perpetrator told police that she applied salt 
to the wound in an attempt to stop the bleeding and when the victim lost consciousness 
DWWHPSWHG�WR�SHUIRUP�&35��6KH�GLG�QRW�FDOO�IRU�KHOS��KRZHYHU��DQG�LQLWLDOO\�WROG�
investigators that someone else had committed the crime. There are factors in the 
case that suggest the possibility that elements of self-defense or resistive violence 
may have been involved in the perpetrator’s actions. The perpetrator reported that they 
were arguing and that the victim had pinned her down and was choking her. She said 
she accidentally stabbed him when she tried to break away. The homicide victim in the 
case had two prior convictions for domestic violence –related crimes (not involving the 
perpetrator). 

Strangulation 

Strangulation is a tactic of battering that can signal severe or fatal violence. Block and 
&DPSEHOO�KDYH�IRXQG�WKDW�SDVW�DWWHPSWV�WR�VWUDQJOH��RU��DV�YLFWLPV�RIWHQ�UHIHU�WR�WKLV�
NLQG�RI�DWWDFN��³FKRNH´��DUH�NH\�LQGLFDWRUV�RI�ULVN�16 When strangulation is the cause of a 
GRPHVWLF�YLROHQFH�KRPLFLGH��LW�LV�XQOLNHO\�WR�EH�WKH�¿UVW�RFFXUUHQFH��

In 2008 there was one homicide caused by strangulation and another where 
strangulation was a contributing factor. In the latter case the perpetrator shoved his 
¿QJHUV�GRZQ�WKH�YLFWLP¶V�WKURDW��FXWWLQJ�RII�KHU�DLUZD\��LQ�DGGLWLRQ�WR�EHDWLQJ�WKH�YLFWLP��
,Q�D�WKLUG�FDVH��WKH�DOOHJHG�SHUSHWUDWRU�ZDV�FRQYLFWHG�RI�FKDUJHV�DJDLQVW�KLV�VRQ¶V�
mother when she was pregnant that included grabbing her by the throat.

23. Adams makes this observation: “Our research suggests that killers denigrate and blame their partners even more 
WKDQ�DEXVHUV�ZKR�GRQ¶W�NLOO��3HUKDSV�WKH�PRVW�VXUSULVLQJ�VLQJOH�¿QGLQJ�DERXW�WKHVH�PHQ�ZDV�KRZ�PXFK�UDJH�WKH\�VWLOO�
held toward the women they had killed.” Why Do They Kill? 30.
24��%ORFN��How Can Practitioners Help?�DQG�&DPSEHOO��Assessing Risk Factors. Investigators make a distinction 
EHWZHHQ�³VWUDQJXODWLRQ�´�DV�H[WHUQDO�IRUFH�DSSOLHG�WR�VRPHRQH¶V�WKURDW��DQG�³FKRNLQJ´�DV�DQ�REVWUXFWLRQ�LQ�WKH�DLUZD\��
&RPPRQ�XVDJH�GRHV�QRW�GLVWLQJXLVK��KRZHYHU��DQG�WKH�ZRUGV�DUH�RIWHQ�XVHG�V\QRQ\PRXVO\��
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Later life 

,Q�FRPSDULVRQ�ZLWK�UHFHQW�\HDUV��D�KLJKHU�SURSRUWLRQ�RI�YLFWLPV�DQG�SHUSHWUDWRUV�ZHUH�
age 50 and older. Fifteen domestic violence homicide incidents involved either a victim 
RU�SHUSHWUDWRU�ZKR�ZDV�RYHU�DJH�¿IW\��DQG�LQ�IRXU�LQFLGHQWV�ERWK�SDUWLHV�ZHUH�RYHU�
50). Seven of those 15 incidents involved current or former intimate partners as the 
SHUSHWUDWRU�DQG�YLFWLP��)LYH�YLFWLPV�ZHUH�RYHU�DJH�VL[W\��DV�ZHUH�¿YH�RI�WKH�SHUSHWUDWRUV��
Four incidents involved couples where both the victim and perpetrator were over age 
60.

The homicides with older victims and perpetrators ranged from one very new 
relationship to a couple who had been together forty years. There were adult children in 
at least three of those relationships.

In approximately one-third of the homicide incidents (10 of 33) the perpetrator was 
D�PDOH�RYHU�WKH�DJH�RI�¿IW\��UDQJLQJ�IURP����WR����\HDUV���)LYH�RI�WKHVH�WHQ�PHQ�
FRPPLWWHG�VXLFLGH��ZKLFK�DFFRXQWHG�IRU�KDOI�RI�WKH�SHUSHWUDWRU�VXLFLGHV�LQ�������:LWK�
RQH�H[FHSWLRQ��ZKHQ�WKH�SHUSHWUDWRU�ZDV�RYHU�DJH����WKH�YLFWLPV�ZHUH�FXUUHQW�RU�IRUPHU�
LQWLPDWH�SDUWQHUV��ZLYHV������IRUPHU�ZLYHV������JLUOIULHQGV������DQG�IRUPHU�JLUOIULHQGV�
(1). The exception was a man killed by his current partner’s former boyfriend. In half 
of the cases there was information that the victim had left or was attempting to leave 
the relationship. In half of the cases there was known prior domestic violence by the 
perpetrator toward the victim.

,Q�FRQWUDVW��LQ�WKH�QLQH�LQFLGHQWV�ZKHUH�WKH�YLFWLP�ZDV�RYHU�DJH�¿IW\��UDQJLQJ�IURP����
WR����\HDUV���WKH�SULRU�KLVWRU\�RI�GRPHVWLF�YLROHQFH�ZDV�XQNQRZQ�LQ�DOO�EXW�RQH�RI�WKH�
VLWXDWLRQV��6LPLODUO\��WKH�YLFWLP¶V�DFWLRQV�WR�OHDYH�WKH�UHODWLRQVKLS�ZHUH�ODUJHO\�XQNQRZQ�
(6 of 9). Seven of the nine victims were the perpetrator’s current intimate partner. 

Impact on African American communities

While intimate partner homicide rates have declined for all race and gender groups over 
WKH�SDVW�WZHQW\�\HDUV��$IULFDQ�$PHULFDQ�ZRPHQ�FRQWLQXH�WR�H[SHULHQFH�KLJKHU�UDWHV�RI�
intimate partner homicide than White women and the rate is higher for African American 
women in the relationship category of girlfriend than for any other group.17 African 
American women between the ages of 15 and 45 have the highest intimate partner 
homicide rate.18 Lifetime rates of intimate partner violence for African American women 
DQG�PHQ�H[FHHG�WKH�UDWHV�IRU�DQ\�JURXS�RWKHU�WKDQ�1DWLYH�$PHULFDQ��DFFRUGLQJ�WR�
Tjaden and Thoennes’s analysis of the National Violence Against Women Survey data.19 
25��5REHUWD�.��/HH��9HWWD�/��6DQGHUV�7KRPSVRQ��DQG�0LQG\�%��0HFKDQLF��³,QWLPDWH�3DUWQHU�9LROHQFH�DQG�:RPHQ�RI�
&RORU��$�&DOO�IRU�,QQRYDWLRQV�´�American Journal of Public Health��$SULO������������DQG��%-6��Homicide Trends.
26��0HNOLW�=HZDWRV�DQG�3DWULFLD�%XQWRQ��A Comparison of Domestic Violence in African American, Asian, and His-
panic Women��UHVXOWV�RI�OLWHUDWXUH�UHYLHZ�SUHVHQWHG�WR�*UDGXDWH�5HVHDUFK�DQG�6FKRODUO\�3URMHFW�6\PSRVLXP��:LFKLWD�
6WDWH�8QLYHUVLW\��$SULO����������
27��3DWULFLD�7MDGHQ�DQG�1DQF\�7KRHQQHV��Extent, Nature, and Consequences of Intimate Partner Violence: Findings 
from the National Violence Against Women Survey��-XO\����������
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This toll reinforces a call to examine what has been described as the “double bind” that 
$IULFDQ�$PHULFDQ�ZRPHQ�IDFH�ZKHQ�FRQIURQWLQJ�GRPHVWLF�YLROHQFH²LQ�PHHWLQJ�ZKDW�
WKH\�SHUFHLYH�DV�WKH�JUHDWHU�JRRG�RI�WKH�FRPPXQLW\�EHIRUH�WKHLU�RZQ�ZHOO�EHLQJ²DQG�
WKH�³WULSOH�MHRSDUG\´�RI�LQWHUVHFWLQJ�IDFWRUV�RI�SRYHUW\��VXEVWDQFH�DEXVH��DQG�EDWWHULQJ�20 
$V�%HQW�*RRGOH\�DQG�:LOOLDPV�FKDUDFWHUL]H�WKLV�FRPSOH[LW\�RI�ULVN�DQG�VDIHW\��³PDQ\�
African Americans forego reporting abuse in an attempt to protect their intimate partner 
from abuse by police or loss of income through imprisonment or incarceration. The 
result is that the woman and her child(ren) are at an increased risk for violence and 
often do not report violence until the lethality of the abuse cannot be withstood.”21 
African American communities throughout the country and in Wisconsin have been 
ZRUNLQJ�WR�DGGUHVV�GRPHVWLF�YLROHQFH�WKURXJK�DGYRFDF\��SUHYHQWLRQ��DQG�LQWHUYHQWLRQ�
measures.22

)RU�$IULFDQ�$PHULFDQ�FRPPXQLWLHV�LQ�:LVFRQVLQ��GRPHVWLF�YLROHQFH�KRPLFLGH�FDUULHV�D�
disproportionate impact in comparison to their representation in the state’s population 
�DV����RI�VWDWH�UHVLGHQWV���(QFRXUDJLQJO\��WKDW�LPSDFW�KDV�VRPHZKDW�OHVVHQHG�VLQFH�
2005. In 2005 African Americans comprised 28% of domestic violence homicide victims 
and 39% of homicide perpetrators. In 2006 that declined to 14% of victims and 25% of 
SHUSHWUDWRUV��,Q�����������RI�YLFWLPV�DQG�����RI�SHUSHWUDWRUV�ZHUH�$IULFDQ�$PHULFDQ���

While 2008 saw an increase over the prior two years in the proportion of African 
$PHULFDQV�ZKR�ZHUH�KRPLFLGH�YLFWLPV��DW�����LW�UHPDLQHG�EHORZ�WKH�¿JXUH�IRU�������$W�
�����WKH�SURSRUWLRQ�RI�SHUSHWUDWRUV�UHPDLQHG�FORVH�WR�WKDW�RI�WKH�SUHYLRXV�WZR�\HDUV�DQG�
ZDV�VWLOO�VLJQL¿FDQWO\�EHORZ�WKH������¿JXUH�

In 2008 the eight domestic violence homicide incidents involving either African American 
YLFWLPV�RU�SHUSHWUDWRUV�RFFXUUHG�LQ�WKUHH�FRXQWLHV��0LOZDXNHH������5RFN������DQG�'DQH�
(1). None of the incidents involved multiple homicides and there was one perpetrator 
suicide. Seven of the eight victims in these cases were also African American. 

Victims included four women and four men. One man was killed by an intimate 
partner (the single homicide committed by a woman) and the other three in relation 
to circumstances involving the victim or perpetrator’s current or former partner. 
3HUSHWUDWRUV�WHQGHG�WR�EH�\RXQJHU��¿YH�ZHUH�EHWZHHQ�WKH�DJHV�RI����DQG�����+DOI�RI�WKH�
KRPLFLGHV����RI����ZHUH�FRPPLWWHG�ZLWK�D�¿UHDUP��

28��7ULFLD�%��%HQW�*RRGOH\�DQG�2OLYHU�-��:LOOLDPV��Community Insights on Domestic Violence among African Ameri-
cans: Conversations About Domestic Violence and Other Issues Affecting Their Community, Seattle, WA, 2004. The 
Institute on Domestic Violence in the African American Community (IDVAAC) has convened discussion groups in nine 
8��6��FLWLHV�WR�H[SDQG�NQRZOHGJH�DERXW�FRPPXQLW\�SHUFHSWLRQV�RI�DQG�UHVSRQVHV�WR�GRPHVWLF�YLROHQFH��7KLV�UHSRUW�
DQG�RWKHUV�DUH�DYDLODEOH�DW�KWWS���ZZZ�GYLQVWLWXWH�RUJ���6HH�DOVR��'RULV�:LOOLDPV�&DPSEHOO��HW�DO���³,QWLPDWH�3DUWQHU�
9LROHQFH�LQ�$IULFDQ�$PHULFDQ�:RPHQ�´������2QOLQH�Journal of Issues in Nursing��-DQXDU\�����������
29��%HQW�*RRGOH\�DQG�:LOOLDPV��Community Insights����
30. See IDVAAC link at note 4.
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Gun violence 

$�JXQ�LV�WKH�PRVW�FRPPRQO\�XVHG�ZHDSRQ�LQ�GRPHVWLF�YLROHQFH�KRPLFLGH�LQ�WKH�8QLWHG�
States.23 The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention has reported that family and 
LQWLPDWH�DVVDXOWV�ZLWK�D�¿UHDUP�ZHUH�WKUHH�WLPHV�PRUH�OLNHO\�WR�UHVXOW�LQ�GHDWK�WKDQ�
those involving knives or other sharp instruments and twenty-three times more likely to 
result in death than assaults involving other weapons or bodily force.24. 

,Q����������RI�WKH����GRPHVWLF�YLROHQFH�KRPLFLGH�YLFWLPV�LQ�:LVFRQVLQ�ZHUH�NLOOHG�
by guns. The guns used ranged from a variety of small to large caliber handguns 
to a shotgun. Guns were used in one of the two multiple homicide incidents. Five 
SHUSHWUDWRUV�GLHG�IURP�JXQVKRW�ZRXQGV��LQFOXGLQJ�IRXU�ZKR�FRPPLWWHG�VXLFLGH�DQG�RQH�
who was shot by his adult son in defense of his mother and himself. In 21 of the 46 
GHDWKV�UHODWHG�WR�GRPHVWLF�YLROHQFH�LQ�������YLFWLP�DQG�SHUSHWUDWRU���D�¿UHDUP�ZDV�WKH�
method of killing.  

Guns continue to be the most likely weapon used in a domestic violence homicide in 
:LVFRQVLQ��%HWZHHQ������DQG�����������SHRSOH�ZHUH�PXUGHUHG�ZLWK�D�JXQ�LQ�GRPHVWLF�
YLROHQFH�UHODWHG�KRPLFLGHV��7KLV�LV�PRUH�WKDQ�WKRVH�NLOOHG�E\�NQLYHV��RWKHU�ZHDSRQV��
EHDWLQJ��VWUDQJXODWLRQ��DQG�RWKHU�PHWKRGV�RI�NLOOLQJ�FRPELQHG��������

,Q�UHVSRQVH�WR�WKH�KHLJKWHQHG�ULVN�WKDW�JXQV�SRVH�WR�GRPHVWLF�YLROHQFH�YLFWLPV��IHGHUDO�
law restricts an offender convicted of a domestic violence related misdemeanor 
FULPH�IURP�SRVVHVVLQJ�D�¿UHDUP��6LPLODUO\��ERWK�IHGHUDO�DQG�:LVFRQVLQ�ODZ�SURKLELWV�
SRVVHVVLRQ�RI�¿UHDUPV�ZKLOH�D�SHUVRQ�LV�VXEMHFW�WR�DQ�DFWLYH�GRPHVWLF�YLROHQFH�
UHVWUDLQLQJ�RUGHU��,Q�������DW�OHDVW�¿YH�SHUSHWUDWRUV�ZKR�XVHG�D�JXQ�DV�WKH�PHWKRG�
RI�KRPLFLGH�VKRXOG�QRW�KDYH�KDG�DFFHVV�WR�¿UHDUPV�XQGHU�HLWKHU�IHORQ\�RU�GRPHVWLF�
abuse–related convictions or an active domestic abuse restraining order. 

2QH������KRPLFLGH�E\�¿UHDUP�LQYROYHV�D�WHPSRUDU\�UHVWUDLQLQJ�RUGHU��&XUUHQWO\��WKH�
PDQGDWRU\�¿UHDUPV�VXUUHQGHU�LQ�D�GRPHVWLF�DEXVH�UHVWUDLQLQJ�RUGHU�DSSOLHV�RQO\�WR�WKH�
¿QDO�RUGHU��,Q�WKLV�FDVH�WKH�SHUSHWUDWRU�KDV�EHHQ�FKDUJHG�ZLWK�NLOOLQJ�KLV�HVWUDQJHG�ZLIH�
the day that the temporary restraining order was served (ten days after she had applied 
IRU�LW���$V�D�FRQYLFWHG�IHORQ��WKH�SHUSHWUDWRU�ZDV�SURKLELWHG�IURP�SRVVHVVLQJ�RU�XVLQJ�D�
¿UHDUP�XQGHU�IHGHUDO�DQG�VWDWH�ODZ��$FFRUGLQJ�WR�WKH�FULPLQDO�FRPSODLQW��LQ�WKH�ZHHNV�
SULRU�WR�WKH�KRPLFLGH��KH�PDGH�DQ�DWWHPSW�WR�SXUFKDVH�D�JXQ��EXW�ZDV�WXUQHG�GRZQ��+H�
WKHQ�WULHG�WR�SXUFKDVH�D�KDQGJXQ�IURP�D�UHODWLYH��ZKR�UHIXVHG��EXW�ZKR�GLG�VKRZ�KLP�
KRZ�WR�XVH�LW��+H�VXFFHHGHG�LQ�SXUFKDVLQJ�WKH�VDPH�PRGHO�IURP�DQRWKHU�UHODWLYH��ZKLFK�
is the weapon investigators linked to the homicide.  

31��%XUHDX�RI�-XVWLFH�6WDWLVWLFV��Homicide Trends in the United States: Trends in Intimate Homicide. 
32��/HRQDUG�-��3DXOR]]L�HW�DO���³6XUYHLOODQFH�IRU�+RPLFLGH�$PRQJ�,QWLPDWH�3DUWQHUV�±�8QLWHG�6WDWHV�������±������´�
Morbidity and Mortality Weekly Report Surveillance Summaries��2FWREHU����������������±����
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$FFRUGLQJ�WR�YDULRXV�UHVHDUFK�VWXGLHV��ZKHQ�¿UHDUPV�DUH�LQ�KRPHV��DQ�DEXVHG�ZRPDQ�
was six times more likely than other abused women to be killed.25 Guns are kept in 
homes where there is domestic violence more often than in homes that are not violent. 
,Q�DGGLWLRQ��LI�D�JXQ�LV�SUHVHQW��LWV�XVH�LQ�GRPHVWLF�YLROHQFH�VLWXDWLRQV�LV�UHODWLYHO\�
common.26�,Q����������RI�WKH����¿UHDUP�LQYROYHG�LQFLGHQWV�RFFXUUHG�LQ�WKH�YLFWLP�RU�
perpetrator’s home or a home in common. All of the incidents involved an intimate 
SDUWQHU�UHODWLRQVKLS��HLWKHU�EHWZHHQ�WKH�SHUSHWUDWRU�DQG�WKH�YLFWLP��RU�EHWZHHQ�WKH�
perpetrator and someone related to or otherwise involved with the victim. 

Guns and murder-suicide are closely linked. A study by the Violence Policy Center 
found that 73.7% of murder-suicide incidents involved intimate partners and nearly all 
��������RI�WKH�PXUGHU�VXLFLGHV�LQYROYHG�¿UHDUPV�27�,Q�������IRXU�RI�WKH�WHQ�SHUSHWUDWRUV�
who committed suicide used a gun. 

Help-seeking

0RVW�YLFWLPV�RI�GRPHVWLF�YLROHQFH�VHHN�KHOS�IURP�D�YDULHW\�RI�VRXUFHV��ERWK�LQIRUPDO�
�H�J���WDONLQJ�ZLWK�IDPLO\�DQG�IULHQGV��¿QGLQJ�LQIRUPDWLRQ�RQOLQH�RU�WKURXJK�D�OLEUDU\��
WR�IRUPDO��H�J���ORFDO�GRPHVWLF�DEXVH�VHUYLFHV��SROLFH��FRXUWV��FRXQVHOLQJ���:KLOH�WKH�
KRPLFLGH�UHSRUW�GRHV�QRW�VSHFL¿FDOO\�H[DPLQH�KHOS�VHHNLQJ�VWUDWHJLHV�XVHG�E\�YLFWLPV�
SULRU�WR�WKHLU�GHDWKV��LW�SURYLGHV�QXPHURXV�H[DPSOHV�RI�WKHLU�HIIRUWV��+HOS�VHHNLQJ�HIIRUWV�
UHÀHFWHG�WKH�DSSURDFKHV�UHSRUWHG�LQ�UHVHDUFK�VWXGLHV��DV�ZHOO�DV�¿QGLQJV�WKDW�DEXVHG�
women who were killed were more likely to have sought help and that “by seeking 
KHOS��DQ�DEXVHG�ZRPDQ�LQGLFDWHV�WKDW�KHU�VLWXDWLRQ�FRXOG�EH�VHULRXV�´28 This picture of 
help-seeking raises questions about what kinds of new strategies might support those 
efforts to be safer and more protective. It also reinforces the challenge of recognizing 
opportunities for intervention. 
 
:RPHQ�XVHG�LQIRUPDO�DSSURDFKHV�VXFK�DV�OHWWLQJ�IULHQGV��IDPLO\�PHPEHUV��DQG�
coworkers know what they were experiencing. One woman temporarily moved out of 
the country and had her friends watch for her former husband. Another was in frequent 
contact with her mother. Many women told family members about their plans to leave 
the relationship. One woman who feared for her safety asked a coworker to lock the 
door and stay until her shift ended so that she would not be alone. Two women moved 
in with their parents after leaving abusive partners and another moved in with a friend.  

The formal help-seeking evident in the homicide reviews is split between contacts with 
GRPHVWLF�YLROHQFH�DGYRFDF\�RUJDQL]DWLRQV��WU\LQJ�WR�SHUVXDGH�D�SDUWQHU�WR�VHHN�KHOS�

����-��DFTXHO\Q�&��&DPSEHOO�HW�DO���³$VVHVVLQJ�5LVN�)DFWRUV�IRU�,QWLPDWH�3DUWQHU�+RPLFLGH�´�1,-�-RXUQDO��1DWLRQDO�,QVWL���-DFTXHO\Q�&��&DPSEHOO�HW�DO���³$VVHVVLQJ�5LVN�)DFWRUV�IRU�,QWLPDWH�3DUWQHU�+RPLFLGH�´�1,-�-RXUQDO��1DWLRQDO�,QVWL-
WXWH�RI�-XVWLFH��,VVVXH������1RYHPEHU������
34��6�%��6RUHQVRQ�DQG�'�-�:LHEH��³:HDSRQV�LQ�WKH�/LYHV�RI�%DWWHUHG�:RPHQ�´�$PHULFDQ�-RXUQDO�RI�3XEOLF�+HDOWK��
$XJXVW���������������������
35�9LROHQFH�3ROLF\�&HQWHU��American Roulette: The Untold Story of Murder-Suicide in the United States, 2002.
36.�%ORFN��How Can Practitioners Help? 6HH�DOVR��$GDPV��Why Do They Kill? Adams reports a range of help-seeking 
E\�ZRPHQ�ZKR�VXUYLYHG�KRPLFLGH�DWWHPSWV��7KH�WRS�¿YH�LQFOXGH��VRXJKW�KHOS�IURP�KHU�IDPLO\��REWDLQHG�SURWHFWLYH�
RUGHU��VRXJKW�PHGLFDO�WUHDWPHQW�IRU�GRPHVWLF�YLROHQFH�LQMXU\��FDOOHG�SROLFH��DQG�VRXJKW�KHOS�IURP�IULHQGV���
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DQG�FRXQVHOLQJ��FDOOV�WR�SROLFH��DQG�WXUQLQJ�WR�WKH�FLYLO�OHJDO�V\VWHP�IRU�GLYRUFH�DFWLRQV�
RU�UHVWUDLQLQJ�RUGHUV��)HZ�YLFWLPV�DSSDUHQWO\�VRXJKW�UHVWUDLQLQJ�RUGHUV��:H�LGHQWL¿HG�
four cases where an active temporary restraining order or restraining order was in effect 
at the time of the homicide.29 At least three victims had sought help from police shortly 
before the homicide. In cases where there was some known level of prior history of 
GRPHVWLF�DEXVH��YLFWLPV�KDG�FDOOHG�SROLFH�IRU�KHOS�DQG�RU�VRXJKW�UHVWUDLQLQJ�RUGHUV��
6XFK�H[DPSOHV��LQ�SDUWLFXODU��UHLQIRUFH�%ORFN¶V�¿QGLQJ�WKDW�VHHNLQJ�KHOS�FDQ�EH�D�VLJQDO�
of escalating and severe violence.30 In at least two cases others who feared for the 
victim’s safety tried to persuade law enforcement authorities to intervene. Half of the 
2008 homicide incidents involved a victim who had left or was attempting to leave the 
relationship.            

2009 Preview
%DVHG�RQ�LQFLGHQWV�LGHQWL¿HG�WKURXJK�MXVW�RYHU�KDOI�RI�WKH�\HDU�������LV�OLNHO\�WR�VHH�
an increase in domestic violence homicides over 2008 and to perhaps be among the 
highest years since the report has been published. Twenty-seven likely cases with 30 
YLFWLPV�KDYH�EHHQ�DGGHG�WR�WKH�GDWDEDVH�IRU�-DQXDU\�-XO\�RI��������

Updates to the 2006-2007 Report
Two additional deaths occurred in 2007 that came to our attention after the report was 
SXEOLVKHG��7KH�VWDWHZLGH�PDS�DW�WKH�HQG�RI�WKLV�UHSRUW�DQG�LWV�\HDU�E\�\HDU�WDOO\�UHÀHFW�
this change.

%� :DXWRPD��:DXVKDUD�&RXQW\ 
6KHUL�5RVH������ZDV�NLOOHG�E\�KHU�KXVEDQG��7KRPDV�:��6WLQVRQ������6WLQVRQ�
struck and killed her with his van after she had left the vehicle to walk 
alongside the road instead of remaining in the van. Stinson pled guilty to a 
FKDUJH�RI�¿UVW�GHJUHH�UHFNOHVV�KRPLFLGH�DQG�ZDV�VHQWHQFHG�WR�VHYHQWHHQ�
years in prison without early release and eight years of extended supervision. 

%� &OLQWRQ��2XWDJDPLH�&RXQW\ 
7LPRWK\�+DUULQJWRQ������ZDV�VKRW�DQG�NLOOHG�E\�ODZ�HQIRUFHPHQW�RI¿FHUV�ZKR�
responded to a call for help when Harrington broke into the home where 
KLV�HVWUDQJHG�ZLIH��FKLOGUHQ��DQG�PRWKHU�LQ�ODZ�ZHUH�SUHVHQW�DQG�VKRW�DQG�
wounded his mother-in-law as she shielded her grandchildren.

$W�WKH�WLPH�WKH�UHSRUW�ZDV�SXEOLVKHG��FULPLQDO�SURVHFXWLRQ�ZDV�SHQGLQJ�LQ�VHYHUDO�RI�WKH�
����������LQFLGHQWV��7KH�IROORZLQJ�DFWLRQV��DOO�IURP�������KDYH�EHHQ�FRQFOXGHG�

37��9LFWLPV�PD\�QRW�VHHN�UHVWUDLQLQJ�RUGHUV�IRU�D�YDULHW\�RI�UHDVRQV��WKUHDWV�IURP�WKH�DEXVHU��SDVW�H[SHULHQFH�ZLWK�
LQDGHTXDWH�HQIRUFHPHQW��PHVVDJHV�WKDW�LW�ZLOO�QRW�PDNH�DQ\�GLIIHUHQFH��DQG�OLPLWHG�LQIRUPDWLRQ�DERXW�WKH�SURFHVV�
38��%ORFN��How Can Practitioners Help?
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%� /D)D\HWWH��&KLSSHZD�&RXQW\ 
-XOLH�$��%LUW]HU�SOHG�QR�FRQWHVW�WR�D�FKDUJH�RI�VHFRQG�GHJUHH�LQWHQWLRQDO�
KRPLFLGH�LQ�WKH�VKRRWLQJ�GHDWK�RI�KHU�ER\IULHQG��5DOSK�+DNHV��%LUW]HU�ZDV�
VHQWHQFHG�WR�WHQ�\HDUV�SUREDWLRQ�DQG�������KRXUV�RI�FRPPXQLW\�VHUYLFH��,I�
KHU�SUREDWLRQ�LV�UHYRNHG�VKH�ZLOO�KDYH�WR�VHUYH�¿YH�\HDUV�LQ�SULVRQ�DQG�WHQ�
\HDUV�RI�H[WHQGHG�VXSHUYLVLRQ��7KH�VHQWHQFH�UHÀHFWHG�WKH�FRXUW¶V�MXGJPHQW�
that Birtzer believed that she and her children were in danger from Hakes. 

%� %URGKHDG��*UHHQ�&RXQW\ 
$�MXU\�IRXQG�&DVH\�-��6KHOWRQ�JXLOW\�RI�¿UVW�GHJUHH�UHFNOHVV�KRPLFLGH�LQ�WKH�
EHDWLQJ�GHDWK�RI�KLV�WHQ�ZHHN�ROG�VRQ��&KULVWRSKHU��+H�ZDV�VHQWHQFHG�WR�IRUW\�
years in prison with no early release and ten years of extended supervision. 
A trial on charges of physical abuse of Christopher’s surviving twin brother is 
scheduled for December 2009. 

%� 0LOZDXNHH��0LOZDXNHH�&RXQW\ 
&HVDU�6DQFKH]�'RPLQJXH]�SOHG�QR�FRQWHVW�WR�D�FKDUJH�RI�¿UVW�GHJUHH�
reckless homicide in the stabbing death of Sihay Chittamath and was 
sentenced to two years in prison and two years of extended supervision. 
Chittamath had broken into Sanchez-Dominquez’s home looking for his 
girlfriend. 

%� 0LOZDXNHH��0LOZDXNHH�&RXQW\ 
3KHQJ�<DQJ�SOHG�JXLOW\�WR�VHFRQG�GHJUHH�LQWHQWLRQDO�KRPLFLGH�LQ�WKH�EHDWLQJ�
GHDWK�RI�KLV�HVWUDQJHG�ZLIH��%DR�9DQJ��+H�ZDV�VHQWHQFHG�WR�WKLUW\�¿YH�\HDUV�
LQ�SULVRQ�DQG�¿IWHHQ�\HDUV�RI�H[WHQGHG�VXSHUYLVLRQ��$�FKDUJH�RI�KLGLQJ�D�
FRUSVH�ZDV�GLVPLVVHG��$OVR�LQ�UHODWLRQ�WR�%DR�9DQJ¶V�GHDWK��<DQJ¶V�FRXVLQ��
.DR�<DQJ��SOHG�QR�FRQWHVW�WR�IHORQ\�PXUGHU�EDWWHU\�DQG�KLGLQJ�D�FRUSVH��ZLWK�
ERWK�FKDUJHV�PRGL¿HG�DV�SDUW\�WR�D�FULPH��+H�ZDV�VHQWHQFHG�WR�GLIIHUHQW�EXW�
FRQFXUUHQW�VHQWHQFHV�RQ�ERWK�FKDUJHV�ZKLFK�UHVXOWHG�LQ�¿YH�\HDUV�LQ�SULVRQ�
DQG�¿YH�\HDUV�RI�H[WHQGHG�VXSHUYLVLRQ��.DR�<DQJ�ZDV�RUGHUHG�WR�KDYH�QR�
FRQWDFW�ZLWK�DW�OHDVW�VHYHQWHHQ�VSHFL¿FDOO\�QDPHG�PHPEHUV�RI�WKH�YLFWLP¶V�
family.

7KH������KRPLFLGH�RI�6XH�:HLODQG��6WDU�3UDLULH��RFFXUUHG�LQ�6W��&URL[�&RXQW\��QRW�3RON�
&RXQW\��DV�OLVWHG�LQ�WKH�UHSRUW���7KH�VWDWHZLGH�PDS�DW�WKH�HQG�RI�WKLV�UHSRUW�ZLOO�UHÀHFW�
this correction.
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Methodology 
2XU�GH¿QLWLRQ�RI�KRPLFLGH�LV�WKH�NLOOLQJ�RI�RQH�KXPDQ�EHLQJ�E\�DQRWKHU��7KLV�
HQFRPSDVVHV�FULPLQDO��MXVWL¿DEOH��VHOI�GHIHQVH�DQG�UHFNOHVV�KRPLFLGHV��+RPLFLGHV�ZHUH�
considered domestic violence related if:

��7KH�YLFWLPV�DQG�SHUSHWUDWRUV�ZHUH�VSRXVHV�RU�SDUWQHUV��IRUPHU�VSRXVHV�RU�IRUPHU�
SDUWQHUV��DGXOWV�ZLWK�FKLOGUHQ�LQ�FRPPRQ��DQG�DGXOWV�RU�WHHQV�WKDW�KDG�EHHQ�LQ�D�
dating relationship. We also include cases that involved adults related by blood if 
dynamics of power and control were demonstrated. 

��It was a homicide of a person other than the intimate partner and it occurred within 
the context of domestic violence. This includes cases where the circumstances of 
the murder included obsessive control of the perpetrator’s current or former partner 
WKDW�H[WHQGHG�WR�KHU�RU�KLV�QHZ�SDUWQHU��RU��RI�D�SHUVRQ�ZKR�DWWHPSWHG�WR�SURWHFW�D�
domestic violence victim from future harm.  

��The homicide occurred as an extension of or in response to ongoing abuse between 
LQWLPDWH�SDUWQHUV��)RU�H[DPSOH��ZKHQ�D�SDUWQHU�RU�HVWUDQJHG�SDUWQHU�NLOOHG�WKHLU�
children in order to exact revenge on his partner.

7KH�UHSRUW�DOVR�DFFRXQWV�IRU�RYHUDOO�GHDWKV�UHODWHG�WR�GRPHVWLF�YLROHQFH�KRPLFLGH��
including perpetrator deaths. Most perpetrator deaths are suicides. The count of 
domestic violence homicide victims occasionally includes perpetrators killed by 
UHVSRQGLQJ�ODZ�HQIRUFHPHQW�RI¿FHUV�RU�NLOOHG�E\�VRPHRQH�LQ�GHIHQVH�RI�DQRWKHU�SHUVRQ�
ZKR�LV�XQGHU�DWWDFN��7KH�YLFWLP�FRXQW�DOVR�LQFOXGHV�ODZ�HQIRUFHPHQW�RI¿FHUV�NLOOHG�LQ�WKH�
line of duty when responding to domestic violence. 

To determine the domestic violence homicides that occurred in Wisconsin in 2008 
ZH�H[DPLQHG�WKH�8QLIRUP�&ULPH�5HSRUWV��8&5��VXEPLWWHG�WR�WKH�:LVFRQVLQ�2I¿FH�
RI�-XVWLFH�$VVLVWDQFH��2-$��E\�ORFDO�ODZ�HQIRUFHPHQW�DJHQFLHV��8&5�¿HOGV�LQFOXGH��
UHSRUWLQJ�DJHQF\��FRXQW\��KRPLFLGH�GDWH��W\SH��DQG�ORFDWLRQ��YLFWLP�DQG�RIIHQGHU�
GHPRJUDSKLFV��ZHDSRQ�XVHG��UHODWLRQVKLS�EHWZHHQ�WKH�SHUSHWUDWRU�DQG�YLFWLP��DQG��
FLUFXPVWDQFH�RI�WKH�KRPLFLGH��7KH�8&5�GRHV�QRW�SURYLGH�WKH�QDPH�RI�WKH�YLFWLP�RU�
WKH�RIIHQGHU��:H�UHYLHZHG�WKH�8&5�UHSRUWV�DQG�LGHQWL¿HG�GRPHVWLF�YLROHQFH�UHODWHG�
homicides for further review.    

The next step was a search for news accounts of the selected homicides and those that 
PLJKW�QRW�KDYH�DSSHDUHG�LQ�WKH�8&5��:&$'9�WUDFNV�GDLO\�PHGLD�FRYHUDJH�RI�GRPHVWLF�
YLROHQFH�KRPLFLGHV�LQ�WKUHH�:LVFRQVLQ�QHZVSDSHUV��ZKLFK�LV�VXSSOHPHQWHG�ZLWK�,QWHUQHW�
VHDUFKHV��)LQDOO\��LQ�VRPH�FDVHV�ZH�FRQWDFWHG�RQH�RU�PRUH�RI�WKH�IROORZLQJ�VRXUFHV�IRU�
FODUL¿FDWLRQ�RI�LQIRUPDWLRQ��ORFDO�GRPHVWLF�YLROHQFH�SURJUDPV��GLVWULFW�DWWRUQH\¶V�RI¿FHV��
DGXOW�SURWHFWLYH�VHUYLFHV��ODZ�HQIRUFHPHQW�DJHQFLHV��DQG�FRRUGLQDWHG�FRPPXQLW\�
response coordinators in the counties where the homicides took place. We also used 
the Wisconsin Circuit Court Access Program to research the criminal history of the 
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homicide perpetrator and victims. 

:H�VRXJKW�WR�XQLIRUPO\�UHSRUW�WKH�IDFWV�RI�WKH�FDVH�IRU�HDFK�LQFLGHQW��+RZHYHU��LI�
DGGLWLRQDO�LQIRUPDWLRQ�ZDV�QRW�DYDLODEOH�WR�XV��ZH�UHSRUWHG�RQO\�WKH�VLPSOH�GHPRJUDSKLF�
LQIRUPDWLRQ�DYDLODEOH�LQ�WKH�8&5��5HSRUWLQJ�RQ�GRPHVWLF�YLROHQFH�UHODWHG�KRPLFLGHV�
is complicated since we cannot know the exact characteristics of the relationship. Our 
knowledge is ultimately limited by the information reported to community systems and 
IULHQGV�DQG�IDPLO\�E\�WKH�LQYROYHG�SDUWLHV�SULRU�WR�WKH�KRPLFLGH��DQG�KRZ�PXFK�RI�WKDW�
NQRZOHGJH�¿QGV�LWV�ZD\�LQWR�WKH�RI¿FLDO�UHFRUG�31

7KH�VFRSH�RI�RXU�UHSRUW�LV�OLPLWHG�WR�WKRVH�KRPLFLGHV�LGHQWL¿DEOH�WKURXJK�SXEOLF�DFFHVV��
'XH�WR�FRQ¿GHQWLDOLW\�ODZV��:&$'9�FRXOG�RQO\�REWDLQ�UHFRUGV�RI�SXEOLF�DFFHVV�DQG�
VXFK�GDWD�DV�GHDWK�FHUWL¿FDWHV�ZHUH�QRW�DYDLODEOH�WR�XV��:H�NQRZ�WKLV�PHWKRGRORJ\�LV�
imperfect and can result in undercounts in at least two areas:

��Children killed by domestic violence abusers: We include children who were 
killed as a direct result of a domestic violence incident. We believe this count is 
low since a homicide of a child is often viewed as an isolated incident of child 
abuse. An investigation of a child homicide can often overlook past domestic 
violence or the domestic violence might not be included in the public record. 
While we believe that a larger number of child deaths are directly related to an 
RQJRLQJ�SDWWHUQ�RI�GRPHVWLF�DEXVH��RXU�FXUUHQW�PHWKRGV�RI�WUDFNLQJ�KRPLFLGHV�
do not allow us to consistently identify children killed by perpetrators of domestic 
violence.  

��Same-sex relationships: It is likely that we undercount domestic violence 
KRPLFLGHV�WKDW�RFFXU�LQ�OHVELDQ��JD\��ELVH[XDO��WUDQVJHQGHU��/*%7��UHODWLRQVKLSV��
'XH�WR�WKH�VWLJPD�WKDW�LV�SODFHG�RQ�/*%7�FRPPXQLWLHV��UHODWLRQVKLSV�FDQ�EH�
KLGGHQ�DQG�WKH�QDWXUH�RI�D�UHODWLRQVKLS�PLJKW�QRW�EH�DFFXUDWHO\�LGHQWL¿HG�LQ�WKH�
SXEOLF�UHFRUG�RI�D�KRPLFLGH��$Q�/*%7�UHODWLRQVKLS�PLJKW�EH�FRGHG�DV�³IULHQG�´�
“roommate” or “other known to victim”. 

In compiling our summary data we sought to include the total number of homicides 
FRPPLWWHG�LQ�:LVFRQVLQ�LQ�������7KH�¿JXUH�IRU������FRPHV�IURP�WKH�2I¿FH�RI�-XVWLFH�
$VVLVWDQFH��2-$���,QIRUPDWLRQ�IURP�WKH�%XUHDX�RI�+HDOWK�,QIRUPDWLRQ��%+,��ZDV�QRW�
DYDLODEOH�DW�WKH�WLPH�WKH�UHSRUW�ZDV�FRPSOHWHG��(DFK�DJHQF\�FRPSLOHV�LWV�GDWD�IURP�
YDULRXV�UHSRUWLQJ�PHWKRGV�LQFOXGLQJ�GHDWK�FHUWL¿FDWHV��SROLFH�UHSRUWV��FRURQHU��PHGLFDO�
H[DPLQHU�DQG�KRVSLWDO�UHFRUGV��)RU�H[DPSOH��%+,�FRXQWV�KRPLFLGHV�RI�:LVFRQVLQ�
UHVLGHQWV�WKDW�RFFXU�LQ�RWKHU�VWDWHV��DV�ZHOO�DV�WUDI¿F�IDWDOLWLHV�IURP�LQWR[LFDWHG�GULYLQJ��
2-$�FRXQWV�KRPLFLGHV�LQ�WKH�:LVFRQVLQ�FRXQW\�LQ�ZKLFK�WKH\�RFFXU�DQG�FRQIRUPV�WR�
8&5�VWDQGDUGV�WKDW�RPLW�LQWR[LFDWHG�GULYLQJ�GHDWKV��7KH�%+,�¿JXUH�LV�WKHUHIRUH�XVXDOO\�
KLJKHU�WKDQ�WKH�8&5�EDVHG�FRXQW��

39��1HLO�:HEVGDOH��/HWKDOLW\�$VVHVVPHQW�7RROV��$�&ULWLFDO�$QDO\VLV��1DWLRQDO�5HVRXUFH�&HQWHU�RQ�'RPHVWLF�9LROHQFH��
1999. 
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,Q�HDFK�FDVH�RI�KRPLFLGH�VXLFLGH��ZH�FKRVH�WR�OLVW�WKH�PXUGHUHG�SHUVRQ�LQ�RXU�KHDGLQJ�
as we recognized this person as the homicide victim. 
We seek to be as consistent and as accurate as possible year to year in the homicides 
included in the report. The methodology leaves out certain kinds of violence between 
individuals who know one another or are related to one another. It does not take in the 
IXOO�VFRSH�RI�³IDPLO\�YLROHQFH�´�IRU�H[DPSOH��:LWK�IHZ�H[FHSWLRQV��LW�GRHV�QRW�LQFOXGH�
GHDWKV�IURP�FKLOG�DEXVH�DQG�QHJOHFW��GHDWKV�RI�SDUHQWV�RU�JUDQGSDUHQWV�DW�WKH�KDQGV�
RI�DGXOW�FKLOGUHQ�RU�JUDQGFKLOGUHQ��RU�RQH�VLEOLQJ¶V�PXUGHU�RI�DQRWKHU��,Q�DSSO\LQJ�WKLV�
IUDPHZRUN��PRVW�RI�WKH�FDVHV�LQFOXGHG�LQ�WKH�UHSRUW�DUH�UHODWHG�WR�LQWLPDWH�SDUWQHU�
violence. 
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2008  Wisconsin Domestic  
Violence Homicides
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2000 - 2008 Wisconsin Domestic Violence Homicides
 

Wisconsin Domestic Violence Homicides 2000-2008

Year Homicide Deaths Suicides Total
2008 36 10 46
2007 41 10 51
2006 28 8 36
2005 40 6 46
2004 28 5 33
2003 45 16 61
2002 38 11 49
2001 33 9 42
2000 33 8 41
Totals 322 83 405
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Postscript: Reading domestic violence homicide cases

5HVHDUFKLQJ�DQG�ZULWLQJ�WKLV�UHSRUW�HDFK�\HDU�EULQJV�PDQ\�TXHVWLRQV��TXHVWLRQV�
about which cases to include and which to exclude; the circumstances of someone’s 
GHDWK��WKH�SDUWLFXODU�GHWDLOV�WR�LQFOXGH�DQG�KRZ��)RU�H[DPSOH��KRZ�GR�ZH�ZULWH�DERXW�
WKH�VH[XDO�YLROHQFH�DQG�EUXWDOLW\�D�YLFWLP�H[SHULHQFHG�EHIRUH�KHU�GHDWK"�:H�DOZD\V�
ZRQGHU�ZKHWKHU�ZH�HYHQ�KDYH�D�ULJKW�WR�SXW�SHRSOH¶V�VWRULHV�RQ�WKH�SDJH��KRZHYHU�ZHOO�
LQWHQWLRQHG�WKH�FDXVH��7KH\�KDYH�QR�VD\�LQ�KRZ�WKH�VWRU\�LV�WROG��DIWHU�DOO��ZKHWKHU�E\�
police or prosecutors or reporters or by us.

(DFK�\HDU�EULQJV�LWV�RZQ�GLVWLQFWLYH�VHW�RI�TXHVWLRQV��$PRQJ�WKH�TXHVWLRQV�LQ�������+RZ�
FRXOG�VRPHRQH�LQ�D�SXEOLF�SDUNLQJ�ORW�KHDU�³SRSSLQJ´�VRXQGV��VHH�DQ�DQJU\�PDQ�QHDU�
D�FDU��DQG�QRW�FDOO�SROLFH�WR�LQYHVWLJDWH"�+RZ�FRXOG�VRPHRQH�EH�WROG�WKDW�D�ZRPDQ�KDG�
EHHQ�VKRW�DQG�NLOOHG��GULYH�WR�WKDW�SDUNLQJ�ORW�DQG�SDVW�WKH�FDU��DQG�QRW�FDOO�SROLFH�WR�
LQYHVWLJDWH"�+RZ�FRXOG�DXWKRULWLHV�QRW�WDNH�FKLOGUHQ¶V�IHDUV�DERXW�WKHLU�PRWKHU¶V�VDIHW\�
PRUH�VHULRXVO\�DQG�LQYHVWLJDWH�PRUH�WKRURXJKO\"�+RZ�FRXOG�VRPHRQH�ZLWK�D�KLVWRU\�RI�
multiple domestic violence charges and restraining orders against three different women 
LQ�WKUHH�GLIIHUHQW�FRXQWLHV�UHFHLYH�D�GLYHUVLRQ�DJUHHPHQW�ZLWKRXW�VLJQL¿FDQW�VDIHW\�
RULHQWHG�FRQGLWLRQV�RU�PRQLWRULQJ"�+RZ�FDQ�GRPHVWLF�DEXVH�RIIHQGHUV�EH�DUUHVWHG�IRU�
FULPHV�UHODWHG�WR�DFWLRQV�WKDW�VLJQDO�LQFUHDVHG�ULVN�DQG�GDQJHU²LQFOXGLQJ�LQFUHDVLQJ�
DQG�PRUH�VHYHUH�YLROHQFH��VWDONLQJ�EHKDYLRU��UHSHDWHG�WKUHDWV�WR�NLOO²DQG�QRW�EH�SODFHG�
RQ�FRQGLWLRQV�RI�SUHWULDO�UHOHDVH�WKDW�PLJKW�EHWWHU�SURWHFW�WKHLU�YLFWLPV��VXFK�DV�GDLO\�
UHSRUWLQJ�RU�HOHFWURQLF�PRQLWRULQJ"�+RZ�FDQ�ZH�FROOHFWLYHO\��DV�FRPPXQLWLHV�DQG�DV�D�
VWDWH��PLVV�VR�PDQ\�RSSRUWXQLWLHV�WR�LQWHUYHQH"
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About WCADV
The Wisconsin Coalition Against Domestic Violence (WCADV) is a statewide 
PHPEHUVKLS�RUJDQL]DWLRQ�RI�GRPHVWLF�DEXVH�SURJUDPV��IRUPHUO\�EDWWHUHG�ZRPHQ��DQG�
other individuals who have joined together to speak with one voice against domestic 
DEXVH��$V�D�VWDWHZLGH�UHVRXUFH�FHQWHU�RQ�GRPHVWLF�YLROHQFH��ZH�RIIHU�VXFK�VHUYLFHV�DV�

�� Training and technical assistance to domestic abuse programs

�� A quarterly educational journal

�� Forums for the involvement of battered women

�� Networking and support for programs for battered women and their children 
DQG�IRU�SURIHVVLRQDOV�LQ�UHODWHG�¿HOGV

�� 7UDLQLQJ�IRU�SURIHVVLRQDOV�LQ�OHJDO��KHDOWK�FDUH��VRFLDO�VHUYLFHV��FKLOG�ZHOIDUH��
HOGHU�DEXVH��KRXVLQJ��HGXFDWLRQ��DQG�PHQWDO�KHDOWK�¿HOGV�DQG�IRU�HPSOR\HUV�
throughout Wisconsin

�� 7HFKQLFDO�DVVLVWDQFH�IRU�DWWRUQH\V��OHJDO�DGYRFDWHV��SURVHFXWRUV��DQG�SXEOLF�
defenders and limited funds for victims to acquire direct legal assistance
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6WDWH�&RDOLWLRQ�$JDLQVW�'RPHVWLF�9LROHQFH�'RPHVWLF�9LROHQFH�)DWDOLW\�5HYLHZ��7KHLU�
GH¿QLWLRQV�RI�D�GRPHVWLF�YLROHQFH�IDWDOLW\�DQG�XQGHUFRXQWV�KDYH�EHHQ�RI�SDUWLFXODU�XVH�LQ�
crafting the Wisconsin report. 
 
)LQDOO\��ZH�ZDQW�WR�DFNQRZOHGJH�HDFK�DQG�HYHU\�LQGLYLGXDO�OLIH�WDNHQ�E\�GRPHVWLF�
YLROHQFH��DQG�WKHLU�VXUYLYLQJ�IDPLOLHV�DQG�FRPPXQLWLHV� 
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