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Overview  

 

The Wayne County Domestic Violence Fatality Review Team presents its first summary report with a commitment to establish 

improvements in our county and state’s response to domestic violence. Authorized by the Domestic Violence Act, 1978 PA 389, 

specifically, MCL 400.1511, the Team is charged with reviewing homicides and near fatal incidents which resulted from intimate 

partner violence in Wayne County. The Team was established in 2015 with technical support from the National Domestic Violence 

Fatality Review Initiative and financial support from the Office on Violence against Women. 

 

The Team has agreed upon the operational definition of “domestic violence” as a pattern of coercive control, including the use or 

threatened use of physical or sexual force, accompanied by other abusive acts such as intimidation, emotional/psychological abuse, 

isolation, and the like, by one person against a current or former intimate partner. Intimate partners can consist of spouses, former 

spouses, live-together partners, partners who share a child in common, individuals in a dating relationship or former dating 

relationship.  

  

The purpose of this report is to describe the Team’s review process, summarize trends identified through the first two reviews and 

lay out recommendations for effective intervention and prevention strategies concerning domestic violence.  
The review process requires case-specific sharing of records and confidentiality is inherent in many of the involved reports. 

Therefore, there are clear measures taken to protect confidentiality during the review process.  This report shall not contain 

information identifying any victim of domestic violence, that person's family members, an alleged or suspected perpetrator of abuse 

upon a victim, or the involvement of any agency with a victim or victim’s family.  
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Mission 

 

The mission of the Team is to prevent future domestic violence cases from escalating into murder or suicide by creating system 

change recommendation through examining the circumstances of each death.  

 

 

Objectives 

 

 Promote cooperation, communication, and coordination among agencies involved in responding to domestic violence-related 

fatalities; 

 Assure the accurate inventory of domestic violence fatalities by age, location, cause, manner, and circumstances; 

 Support domestic violence-related death investigation and certification; 

 Establish investigative guidelines and recommendations for domestic fatalities; 

 Enhance the general awareness of domestic violence deaths through the understanding of how and why domestic violence-

related deaths occur; 

 Identify system-based contributors to domestic violence-related deaths, that when removed will ultimately reduce the 

number of preventable domestic violence related deaths; and 

 Initiate local prevention efforts to reduce the number of preventable domestic violence-related deaths as indicated by team 

findings. 
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Domestic Violence Homicide Trends 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 In 2014, there was an uptick in the number of domestic violence homicides at the city, county, and state level.  

 

 In Wayne County, 66% of domestic violence homicides occurred in Detroit.  
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Wayne County Domestic Violence Fatality Review Team Members 

 

 

Name Position Organization 

Julie Black Team Facilitator Detroit Wayne Mental Health Authority 

Paula Callen Building the Safety Net Project Director Michigan Coalition to End Domestic and Sexual Violence 

Jeffrie Cape Therapist  Batterer Intervention Services Coalition of Michigan  

Jerry Dorsey IV Chief of Trials Wayne County Prosecutor's Office 

Rodney Cox Captain of the Special Victims Unit Detroit Police Department 

Matt Dudus Probation Supervisor Michigan Department of Corrections  

Trish Gerard Principal Attorney Domestic Violence Unit and Elder Abuse Unit Wayne County Prosecutor's Office 

Richard Halloran Judge 3rd Judicial Circuit Court 

Franklin Hayes Lieutenant Detroit Police Department 

Desiree Herrick Associate Director First Step  

Serena Johnson Director of Victim Services Equality Michigan 

Michael Kwarcinski Personal Protection Order Docket Supervising Attorney  3rd Circuit Judicial Court 

Gena Lewis Passport to Self-Sufficiency Mobility Coach Coalition on Temporary Shelter (COTS) 

Alesia McGlocton Residential Case Manager YWCA Interim House 

David Moons Assistant Medical Examiner  Wayne County Medical Examiner  

Karen Porter Director of Quality Assurance Michigan Domestic & Sexual Violence Prevention and Treatment Board  

Lore Rogers Staff Attorney  Michigan Domestic & Sexual Violence Prevention and Treatment Board  

Mary Rubio Assistant Prosecuting Attorney Wayne County Prosecutor's Office 

Sara Thornton Team Coordinator Wayne State University 

Crystal Weaver Founder Lost and Found Christian Association 

Kyla Williams Sergeant  Detroit Police Department 
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Wayne County Domestic Violence Fatality Review Process 
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Summary of Case Reviews 

The deaths reviewed for this report occurred in 2014. All fatalities involved a firearm as the murder weapon. The homes where the 

victims and offenders resided contained multiple firearms. In both cases, the perpetrators were male. All of the deceased were 

African American. The cases were ruled homicide-suicides by law enforcement. There was an indication that both victims had 

separated or began the process of separation at some point prior to the homicide.  These fatalities left several adult children and at 

least one minor child without one or both of their parents.   

According to the Detroit Police Department records, none of the parties had known prior police reports involving domestic 

violence nor had they been convicted of any crimes that could be identified. 

The purpose of a fatality review is not to identify an individual or agency as responsible for the fatalities. These are complex cases, 

involving a number of professionals and variables. No one action or inaction, rather it was the totality of circumstances, resulted in 

the tragedies. 

At the same time, none of the individuals involved with the victims would consider the deaths an acceptable conclusion. By reviewing 

the homicides, the Team seeks to identify gaps and inadequacies in the response to domestic violence, both at the county, state and 

community level. The goal is to prevent future domestic violence cases from escalating into murder or suicide by examining the 

events leading up to each death. The attachments to this report are specific, concrete steps to prevent intimate partner violence.  

The Team undertakes two reviews per year. This allows for in-depth work. A goal of the Team is to identify gaps in current systems 

and propose solutions that will result in fewer lives lost. Over the next year, we look forward to ongoing work with all those 

committed to reducing intimate partner violence in Wayne County and the State of Michigan. 
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Team Recommendations  

All cases in which a person has killed their current or former intimate partner and then committed suicide 

or was killed by law enforcement responding to the homicide should be investigated by expanding the due 

diligence for the totality of the circumstances.  Doing so will provide information that can inform recommendations to 

prevent future domestic violence homicides.  In cases of intimate partner violence murder-suicide, typically the investigation 

is limited, since there will be no prosecution of the killer.  However, in other murders where the suspect(s) is/are killed, 

investigation often goes well beyond that.  For example, in mass murders such as school shootings and terrorism, 

investigation goes beyond interviewing just the witnesses to the criminal act.  It includes interviewing witnesses and looking 

for evidence leading up to the crime to determine the motivation for and the means by which the suspect committed the 

murder, and other information from which systems learn how to prevent this kind of violence being perpetrated by others.  

These are important outcomes of a school shooting or terrorism investigation, even when there will be no prosecution of 

the deceased suspect, and these outcomes are no less important in domestic violence homicide-suicide cases. 

In 2014, there were 31 intimate partner homicides committed in the City of Detroit and 125 committed statewide in 

Michigan.  It is essential to learn how to prevent this kind of perpetrator violence.  In the cases reviewed by the Team, its 

members were unable to locate or reach some of the friends, co-workers, neighbors or family who may have had the most 

knowledge about the suspect’s past behavior, or about resources needed by the victim but which were unavailable or 

unknown.  These people with knowledge of the victim and suspect had not been interviewed by law enforcement because 

they were not witnesses to the actual murder-suicide.  Because there was no interview report, and because the Team was 

unable to make contact with several of these people, the information they knew that could have informed these 

recommendations is lost.  

The Team recognizes that law enforcement has finite resources and cannot always investigate a domestic violence homicide-

suicide with the same intensity as it would in a case where a suspect will be prosecuted and evidence will be needed for 

prosecution.  However, the Team encourages law enforcement to expand investigation of these murder-suicide cases.  

There is a need for increased resources to enhance the distribution of information to the public and 

community businesses about the dynamics of intimate partner violence and resources available to assist 

those against whom it is perpetrated. Several friend and family members, as well as other parties, observed or were 

informed about different acts of intimidation, violence, or stalking in these cases but did not have sufficient information to 
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recognize the significance of what they were seeing or hearing.  They did not have information that would allow them to 

refer victims to available help.  Examples of target audiences to whom more information could be distributed include, but are 

not limited to: 

 Fitness studios/gyms 

 Credit counselors and financial institutions 

 Bankruptcy court 

 Religious organizations 

 Schools 

 Hair salons 

 Laundromats 

 Restaurants/bars/nightclubs 

Law enforcement policies and procedures should include distributing victim notice of rights information 

when officers respond to calls for “civil standby” involving current or former intimate partners. Law 

enforcement officers are already required by state law (MCL 764.15c) to distribute this information after investigating or 

intervening in a domestic violence incident.  Civil standbys are typically requested of law enforcement due to fear of harm 

and intimidation when leaving one’s residence.  Requiring law enforcement to distribute victim’s rights information could 

provide victims of domestic violence with needed information and supportive resources to help ensure safety after leaving.   

Create a policy that requires law enforcement to make a report for any intimate partner police runs to 

ensure that all calls for service are documented.  The increasing severity and risk of violence can be made more 

visible, and invite a more effective response, if these runs – such as civil standbys – are documented in law enforcement 

reports.  This additional information can make the use of lethality assessment tools more informed and effective. See 

attachment for more information on the Lethality Assessment Program (LAP) developed by Maryland Network Against 

Domestic Violence (MNADV) and currently being used by three Wayne county police departments (Canton, Dearborn and 

Taylor) and domestic violence advocacy organization, First Step.  The LAP program is an evidence-based model that is part of 

a training and technical assistance project grant with the Office on Violence Against Women (OVW) that is currently being 

utilized in over 600 law enforcement jurisdictions nationwide. 



10 

 

Continuing Questions to Explore 

During the review process, the Team identified questions about the system response or the potential for additional intervention 

going forward. These questions serve as a direction point for future case reviews.  

How are secondary victims of homicide notified? Is there a critical incident debriefing model in place? 

How do we address the intersection of guns and intimate partner violence? 

Is it feasible for Family Court to conduct a screening or outreach before allowing a dismissal for divorce?   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“One thing I think should happen, is more public education and awareness, 

I think that more people need to know about the resources available and 

what DV is and what they are living with – it’s not just a women’s issue.”  

–Mother of Victim 
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Appendix A 

The Wayne County Domestic Fatality Review Team 

Interagency and Individual Agreement to Maintain Confidentiality  

 

As a member of the Wayne County Domestic Violence Fatality Review Team, here after referred to as 

WC DVFRT, I acknowledge that the effectiveness of the fatality review process is dependent on the 

quality of trust and honesty team members bring to it. Thus, I agree that I will not use any material or 

information obtained during the WC DVFRT meeting for any reason other than that for which it was 

intended. 

 

As a member of the WC DVFRT, I will not make copies of, or otherwise document/record, material 

disclosed during team meetings and reviews, including electronic files. I will return all copies of 

material shared by others at the end of each meeting. I will retrieve all copies of material shared by me 

at the end of each meeting. Pursuant to Michigan statute, MCL 400.1511, the WC DVFRT meetings are 

closed to the public. Information identifying a victim of domestic violence, whose case is being 

reviewed, or that person's family members, or an alleged suspected perpetrator of abuse upon the victim, 

or regarding the involvement of any agency with the victim or that person's family, shall not be 

disclosed in any report that is available to the public  

 

I understand and acknowledge that the unauthorized disclosure of confidential records, reports, 

investigation materials, and information may result in civil or criminal liability as well as removal from 

the WC DVFRT. A person who violates the confidentiality provisions of section 400.1511 is guilty of a 

misdemeanor. However, while any information provided by a WC FRT member provides to a fatality 

review team shall be kept confidential by the fatality review team, that information is subject to possible 

disclosure to the prosecuting attorney, a law enforcement agency, or the family independence agency as 

provided in subsection (6) of MCL 440.1511.  
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Appendix B: Victims of Crime Rights Notification Card 
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Appendix C: Lethality Assessment Program in Wayne County 

In 2016 three local law enforcement agencies and an advocacy organization in Wayne County received a training and technical 

assistance grant from the Maryland Network Against Domestic Violence (MNADV) to bring the Lethality Assessment Program 

(LAP) to Wayne County.  All of the initial training and planning was completed by May of 2016 and the Canton Police Department 

began implementing the program in their community in June, with the Dearborn Police Department following in August and the 

Taylor Police Department starting in September.  The ultimate goal is to eventually expand the program to be county-wide by 

expanding to new sites as resources permit.   

The LAP is an easy and effective method that identifies victims of domestic violence who are at risk of being seriously injured or 

killed by their intimate partners and immediately connects them to the domestic violence service provider in their area.  LAP is 

implemented by law enforcement officers who respond to intimate partner domestic violence calls after their initial investigation is 

complete utilizing an 11-question lethality screening tool with victims in a safe location on scene.  The questions asked will help 

officers identify how lethal the situation is and what the likelihood is that the victim will be injured or killed should the situation 

escalate. The accompanying response and referral protocol links high risk victims immediately to the local domestic violence helpline 

worker.  If the victim declines to speak with the helpline worker at this time the worker still completes basic safety planning with the 

officer who then relays that information back to the victim.  These intervention services have been implemented to prevent cases 

from escalation, hold batterers accountable for their actions and to surround victims with the support, services and options they 

need to keep themselves and their families safe. The lethality and safety information gathered on the scene will also be given to 

prosecutors and judges to help survivors stay safe in the arraignment process.   

 

For more information on the LAP please go to www.mnadv.org 


