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Dedicated to a \/isionarg

This report is dedicated to | inda Osmundson who was one of
the most Powencul and driven advocates who devoted most of her life to

encling domestic violence.

| inda has an extensive list of accomplishments, but she will be remembered most for her fierce
commitment to Iﬂclping victims of intimate partner violence as well as creating a new 100 bed
shelter for CASA (Communitg Action Stops Abusc) in2015. As the
I xecutive Director of C ASA from 1989 tl‘yrouglﬂ 2015, | inda worked to save lives, kecp
victims and their children safe, and educate not onlg the community but many countries around
the world about the imPact of intimate partner violence. | indawas a long time member of the
Fine”as County Domestic \/io]ence Task Force and she insPircd the dcve]opmcnt of the

Fatalitg Review T eam. Without | inda, this annual report may never have been Possible.

| inda’s Passing is a maJ'or loss to our community, Fami]g, friends, and survivors. [Jowever, her
legacg and Passion will live on tlﬂrouglﬂ her accomplishments. She trulg was a strong and

tenacious leader. We honor her bg kceping the Passion alive in the movement to end

intimate partner violence.




In mcmorg and I’TOI’IOI" O‘F...

One hundred and thirtg eigl-xt community members lives lost or forever changcc{.

Our community is saddened bg the trageclg of intimate partner violence. We acknowleclgc

the Pain and dcep griefz cxpericnccd bg the loved ones of those who have been

lost scnse]cssly. We also acknowledge the Pain and trauma of those who survived a

near]catality. Tl’)c victims are motlncrs, Fathers, sisters, brotlncrs, aunts, uncles and R
friends. T heir families will never be the same. As a community we feel this as teran

well. Thc members of our communitg who have been lostleave behind a

missing Piccc, a hclping hand ora guiding force— the nurse who miglqt F 4 IR FFOEa;;n
edera e :
have comforted you, the government cmplogce who might have 4 cer
advocated for you, the mechanic who miglﬂt have he]Pcd you get back dv¥ca 4
ress
on the road, or the realtor who would have hclpccl you find you
e

dream home. As a communitg we are more
Fragilc as a result of these tragcclics. Zrt R N & ide
ircmcig["l
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Al ook at Our Historg:

Creating Sagetg in Pinellas

T]'Je first discussions about convening a Fatalitg Review T eam tookPIacez. [ifteen community
leaders were invited to discuss convening a Finc”as Fatalit9 Review | eam. At the time, there were onlg 6 teams in existence in

FL. Tl-le first meeting was led 133 Linda Osmundson from CASA Tl‘nc Haven of RCS and CASA were on board from

the start, while others were reluctant. T he Finellas County Sl‘lcrig’s Office was the first law enforcement agency to commit

m tojoin the team.

Thc 5roundwor|< was done to establish the Finc“as Countg T eam. chera| individuals attended a I:atalitg Review confer-
ence to gather information. The ]:lorida legislature Passed alaw Protecting ]:atalitg Review | eams resulting in the State
Attorncg‘s Office agreeing tojoin‘ The team held their first meeting and established agreements that have guic{ed and

shaped our team throughout the Past 15 years.
2001

We complctcd our first Hcarl_g report.

200%

The ]:atality Review T eam bcgan to include intimate partner near Fatalitg cases for case reviews. [rior to this changc, the

Fata]itg Review | eam onlg reviewed intimate partner homicide cases. |t was decided that nearFataIitg cases are beneficial to

review because itis Possible to sPeak with the survivor and gatl'lcr more information.

2005

Thc ]:ata|ity Review T eam c]cvc|opccl the mission statement and ob_jcctivcs, creating a distinct focus for the team.
CASA bcgan afriends and Famﬂg group based on {:indings thatin a majority of the cases reviewed, friends ancl/or]camily

Frequentlg knew about the violence and threats but did not know how to help.
2006

The Team clcvclopcd a list of information needed from detectives who would present cases. Jt was important for detectives

to know what information to bring to the table. We bcgan tracldng the year that the death/case occurred and additional

2008 information about the Pchctrator (examP]e: mental health issues, unemPlogecl, underemplogec{, ctc)‘

The Team clcvclopcd a risk assessment tool for law enforcement to use in the field. Small Pocket sized laminated cards were

distributed to local law enforcement agencies.

2009

The T eam made a shift in format for the annual report, Putting more cmphasis on engaging the community. Reports began
to have “action needed” sections and focused on Prcvention, bclieving and acting, standing up, and building a

safer communitg ’coge’cher.

2015

T]’)c ]:atality Review T eam revised the mission statement and is honored to have complctccl 15 years of reviews.
T he mission of the mu|ti~cliscip|inar3 Pinellas Countg Fata]itg Review T eam is to review intimate Partnermcata]i’cies and

near fatalities, to ic]enthcg patterns and trends, and to generate a report for the community with




A Look at Our Accoml:)lislﬁments:

Actions to [rotect [inellas

As aresult of the Fatah’ty Review ] eam, identified trends from the past I 5 years have been

addressed in the Fo”owing ways:

E_ducation about Battercr |ntervention Frograms (B”)) Training was Provic[ed tojudges giving information about
batterers and their tactics. Also, author and researcher Dr. I dward GondolF was brouglﬁt in to educate the community
on the success rate of B|F treatment in c{ecreasing intimate partner violence. T hese efforts were in hoPes of increasing the

number of batterers ordered or referred to B]F treatment.

Eclucation for Folice O{:Ficcrs: Mark Wgnn, retired Po|ice lieutenant and nationa”g rccognizecl sPcakcr from TN, was

brought in for a training to lﬁelP the communi’qj work together with law enforcement to revise and implement POI;C}j and

Procedures focused on increasing arrest rates and saving lives.

Changinz Lanzuazc: Jackson Katz, a nationa”g known sPeaker, Presented at a conference to helP the communit3 and

media use |anguage that tru|g clepicts violence. For examPIc, “« A woman was murdered” vs. “Victim killed in love spat”.

The Teamalso created a booklet “Sag This, Not T hat” to Provide awareness and alternatives to violent Ianguage.

Eclucation for thsicians; Trainir\g was Provic{cd for Pl’uﬂsicians at Bagmcront Medical Ccnter to discuss how to recognize

signs of intimate Par‘tner violence and what to do once theg are recognizecl.

Spccializcd T raining for Cl'nlcl Protective ]nvcstigators (CFD The T ask Force assisted in the coordination of creating

five training modules to present to newlﬂ hired CFl and | ckerd (case management} employees. T he modules address
ways to assist women and children with the ECIP t!‘weg need from domestic violence centers and tiPs for writing rePorts that

helP victims and enhance their saFetQ.

Ac]vocacq T raining for Providers: David Mandel, international trainer and consultant, was brought in to train (_F] and

B”D Proviclers in the best ways to advocate for victims within the court system.

Improvcmcnts to ]niunction for Protection Process: | he T ask [Force consulted with the civil court who received a grant to

imProvc our civil in_junction court system in the areas of increasing referrals to batterer treatment and creating a system for
tracking and surrcndering weapons once a person is the subject of an irjunction. The Task Force also created a Packet
of information to l’lCIP victims with the injunction process inc[ucling court Procecdings and what to do when violations of the

in_junction occur.

T raining for the Communitq: Be A Detter Bgstanc{cr training was created and imP|ementec1 to give the community

information about the many different oPtions available for rcPorting intimate partner violence and suPPor’ting victims.

Earlq Jntervention for those Strug_e;ling with Addiction: \Westcare and Finellas Count3 [ x-offender Ke~cntr3 (oalition

(PERQO) created an earlg intervention curriculum for men bcing treated in residential substance abuse facilities to address
their power and control issues. A Pilot program found that even though none of the men in the group had been arrested for

domestic violence, all admitted to issues of power and control and worked on aclclressing these issues.

]mcormation for (se in the }:iclcl l)q Folicc O‘Fpiccrsz Pocket sized cards were created and disseminated to law enforcement

with qucstions to idcnthcg cases with l'nghcr |cthalit5 and the importancc of encouraging victims to contact the local domestic

violence center for sa]cetg P!anning‘

Brochurcs Crcatcc] to Aclc]rcss Spccial Fopulations: Broclﬁures were created for three speciﬁc groups: seniors, black

women, and friends orlcamily of victims of intimate partner violence. T he brochures hclpcd with sa\cctg Plar\r\ing and

resources to contact for hc|P.




rends | ell the Storyz
\/\/hat \/\/e Know Now

After fifteen years of reviews, |ool<ing at 138 different cases, patterns have cmcrgcd and solidified in what we refer to as
trends. These trends hclP us to know the realitg of intimate partner homicide and near fatalities in Fir\e”as Countg.

¢  Weknow that an irjunction had not been obtained in 89% of the cases.
¢ \We know that 87% of victims had no contact with a domestic violence center.

¢ We know that in Pinellas Count3 a Prcponc]crancc of intimate partner homicides and near fatalities are Pchctratcc]
133 men ( 86% of cases).

¢ Weknowthata bat‘tcrcr |ntervention Frogram (B]F) was not ordered in 79% of the cases where there was a Potentia| to
(17 cases had in_junctions and 56 cases had domestic violence arrests making 7% cases where DB|f migl'lt have been or-

derec{). ]n 15 of 73 cases there was a B]F referral or order.

¢  Weknow thatin Pinellas Count3 substance use bg one or both Partics contributed to the incident in 72% of the cases.
T he use of substances }39 a perpetrator exacerbates the violence whereas use }39 avictim imPcc{cs their abilitg to see red

Hags and Potentia”3 escape.

¢ Weknowthatina ma_jority of Pinellas Count3 cases ( 71 %) mcamily, Fricnds, ncighbors, or coworkers knew about the
violence occurring but did not know how to intervene. [f these individuals had hclpucul tools to aid victims and the abi|it3 to

intervene, these deaths (or near fatalities) may have been Prcv@ntccl‘

¢ We know that economic issues are involved in a mejoritg of cases in Pinellas Countgi Jndividuals with incomes less than

$20,000 are ovcrrepresented with 69% of cases.

¢ We know that there was system involvement in 62% of the cases in [inellas Countg. The violence in these cases was not

occurring in isolation. Agcncies had contact with the CouPIe.

L Ffrcarms were the weapons used in 46% of the cases. While the use of other methods such as stabbing are attributed to
homicide and ncar}Catalitg, firearm involvement alwags resulted in death. Of the cases involving intimate partner homicide

followed }35 suicide of the Perpctrator, 94-% (5 i of 6§)invo|vecl a firearm.
¢ We also know that...

= Thc Pcrpctrator was uncmplogcd in56% of the cases.

= Thc Pcrpctrator had mental health issues in 40% of the cases.

= The perpetrator had been arrested for Prior domestic violence in 4 1% of the cases and 70% had a criminal historg.
=

here were recent separation issues in 40% of the cases.
P

After fifteen years of idcnthcging trends, we know that there are four trends that we believe gunclamcnta”g contribute to the
likelihood of an intimate partner Fa’calitg. T hese trends are: victims had not obtained an irjunction for Pro’cection (89%),
victims had no contact with a domestic violence center (87%), no batterer intervention program (B]F) order/referral was
made (79%), and others knew about the violence but did not know what to do to l’lelP (7 I %). As a Task Force and a
commum’tg, these are the four areas where we can make direct and imPac’mCul change. Bg co”ective]g ac{c{ressing these

trends, we believe we can prevent future fatalities.




Details Paint the Picture
More of W}‘:at We Know

Jtis imPor‘tant to note that because there are so many facets to a case, our reviews are limited }33 the information Proviclcd bg
FRT members and their access to that information. Reviewed cases met the Fo”owing criteria:

. \/iolcncc between intimate partners

¢  [Homicides, homicide/suicides, and near fatalities

¢ (losedcases (investigated, Prosecuted with a resolution if aPProPriate)

¢ Cases that occurred since 1 996

158 Total Cascs

TSPC of Casc WcaPon/Mct]'loc]

. . . . H Firearm M Knife/Stabbing W Strangulation
B Homicide M Homicide/Suicide Near Fatality
Blunt Trauma Other
13%
g% 4%

¢ The Parties had children in 37% of the cases. Of those cases, children witnessed the event in 45% of the cases.
The lcngt]’x of rclationsi‘:ips rangcc[ from several weeks to over 30 years, with the majoritg (49%) bcing i-5 years.

* The age of victims rangec{ from 16 to over 80 years old and the age of the Perpetrators ranged from 22 to over
80 years old. Thc ma_joritg of victims (63%) were in the age group | 845 years old and perpetrators (62%) were in the
age group 22-45 years old.

¢ T herewasan age difference of 6 years or more in 44% of the cases.

National | ethality Jndicators

| ocal and national studies cons/sfcnt/y demonstrate that the a/aqgcr Jevel for the victim is
Acgﬁfcncd when any of these indicators is present.
Prior threats to kill
Frior use of a weapon or threats with a weapon
Prior strangu!ation
[Forced sex
Jealous, Possessive behavior and/or contro”ing behavior
Firearm in the home

Scparation issues




An T_ixPrcssion of (Gratitude
Our Communitg Working Together

[ifteen years of intimate Partnerxcataiitg and nearFatalitg reviews. (One hundred thir‘t3~eigl'1t cases filled with Paimcul details.
T rends identified and shared. | essons learned. Recommendations given. QOurreview team has met time and time again over
the last 1 5 years to glean what we can from these senseless tragec‘ies and to find a way to make our reviews meaningmcul. We
create annual reports to honor victims and their loved ones, learn from dcatlﬂs, raise awareness, work toward Prevention of
further c]eaths, and serve as a Practica! tool for the communitg. We have discovered that while a small number of the cases we
report on had limited contact with the system and few |ethalit9 indicators, most cases did have contact with the system, friends
or)camily who knew about the violence, and at least one of the 1eading Iethalitg indicators present. T hese were all
oPPor‘tuni’cies to hclP and to Prcven’c‘ \/Ve cl‘la”engc the communit5 to not let these deaths go unnoticed but rather to see

them as a reason to take action. Wcj as a communitg, can do better. Togcthcrwc can make a cli{:Fcrcncc‘

A 5Pccial than‘cgou to each and every person who has donated their time and effort to make these reviews Possiblc.
We recognize the Personal imPact that this imPortant work has on each of you and we offer our sincere gratituc{e. Your

dedication is commendable and invaluable to our community. You make a difference.

We also want to say thank you to TARGIT Uus Jnc. Forgourgcncrositg in Prin’cing this report and for your commitment to
our community. TARGIT isa Business lnte”igence and Ana[gtics software vendor local to the Tampa Bay community with

offices in Boston, MA and Tampa, Fl. Tommg Hfl{:iger, Giiant Bicgclcs and local clients such as Monin and Lazg Dags
are examples of companics relging on TARG]T’s Analytics software to help them make the right business decisions.

Pe a part of the solution! Join the anc”as Countg Domestic \/iolence Task Force! We meet odd months
of the year, the 5"‘ Tuesclag of the month, 2-4 pm, in T he Gathering Place at Suncoast Hospice,
5771 Koosevclt B|vcl., C|carwatcr, FL 33760.

]Fyour community group is interested in hosting a “‘Be a Better Bﬂstanc]cr” training, Plcasc emai
Melissa Andress at anclressm@Pcsborg (Upon request, CE()scanbe Provic{ec{)

Formore information on intimate partner homicide or this report, Please contact:

Frieda Widera, Chairpcrson, Fatalitg Review | eam
Largo Police Depar‘tment, 201 Highland Avenue, Largo, L. 33770
727-586-7481 fwidera@largo.com

Definitions and Tcrmino[ogg:

|ntimate Partner Violence (JPV) is all too common in our communit3 and takes many forms (to include P}‘rgsical] emotional, verbal, financial,
and sexual abuse). [Homicide is the worst and ultimate form of [PV. Alt]ﬂoug}‘y Florida State Statute defines “domestic violence” as occur-
ring among Familg or household members and includes sib]ings, Parcnt/cl‘:i[&, and otl‘:crlcamilg in the home, our team focuses on intimate part-
ners on]g (husband /wife, boylcricnd/girllcriencl, ex partners, gag/[csbian couplcs) T herefore, throug!‘lout the majoritg of this document we

use the term “IF\/” to describe our cases, and use the term “domestic violence” when rcFerring to the [egal term.
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5. A \Vision for the Future:
/ What \/\/e Neecl to Do

. The Fine”as Count3 Schoo! Board, domestic violence (D\/) centers and Parents must educate young men

and women about what a healtl‘lg relationsl'lip is and how to achieve it.

. Substance abuse Providers must address power and control dgnamics as theg Pertain to both batterers and

victims in their curriculum.

¢ [ood Pantries, health clepartment, housing authorities, DePartment of Children and [Families and other
economic service Provic!ers must become educated regarding signs of intimate partner violence, |ethalit3

indicators, and how to intervene.

* Agencies within the system must continue to educate staff regarcling intimate partner violence and lethalitg

indicators, make referrals for survivor services, and hold batterers accountable.

¢ Asa communitﬁ, we must encourage and support Iegislation and Policies that keeP firearms out of the hands of
individuals convicted of intimate partner violence {misdemeanor and Fclong) and those who have a domestic,

sta”(ing, dating or sexual violence injunction for Protection against them.

¢ Emplogcrs must be aware that financial stressors are a risk factor for intimate partner violence and domestic

homicide and imPlcmcnt Policies that suPPor’c SUMVIVOFrs.

* Mcntal health Proviclers must be well educated to address issues related to intimate partner violence and
lctl‘nalitﬁ risk. Also, t!‘te\g must refer batterers to batterer intervention programs (BIF), be aware of services for

survivors, and acimow|edgc the dangers of couples counsc]ing.

¢ The community, esPccfaug thejudicia| and criminaljusticc system, must be aware that any criminal l’listory is a
Icthalitg indicator and must be utilized to set highcr and stricter bonds as well as enact stronger sentencing and

P!ca agreemcnts.

* Tl’]erapists, mental health Provic{ers, Famib Jaw system, Police officers, prosecutors, and DV centers must be
aware of the Iethalitg risk c{uring separation and Providc aPProPriate samcety P|anning for the survivor.

We believe that in order to stop intimate partner fatalities we MUST take action as a community. E_vergone (friends,
Familg, neighbors, coworkers, ProFessionals, crimina]J’ustice system, and clergg) MUST be involved ®increase their
Pcrsonal awareness of how to recognize, report, and egectiveb discuss intimate partner violence ¢ become educated about
the services of domestic violence centers and refer victims ® know what B]F treatment is and make referrals ¢ increase their

knowlcdgc about injunctions for Protcction and tell victims about them ® become involved in working toward solutions.

Pea part of the vision bgjoining the Pinellas County Domestic Violence T ask [Force in its efforts to promote Prevention
of domestic and sexual violencc, enhance victim sagcty, and hold batterers accountable. (see Previous page for details on

how ’cojoin)




Resources to [rotect Finc"as

For more information regarding shelter services,

support groups, safety planning and general
information about intimate partner violence, there are
two domestic violence centers:

North of Ulmerton Road:

The Haven of RCS: www.rcspinellas.org/haven
PH: 727-442-4128 (24 hours)

PH: 727-441-2029 (outreach)

South of Ulmerton Road

CASA (Community Action Stops Abuse)
www.casa-stpete.org

PH: 727-895-4912 (24 hours)

FL DV Hotline: 800-500-1119

For information and support for seniors who are being im-
pacted by crime and intimate partner violence, please con-

tact:

Senior Victim Advocate Program

Area Agency on Aging of Pasco-Pinellas, Inc.
www.agingcarefl.org

PH: 727-570-9696 ext. 259

For information and assistance with
substance abuse treatment, please contact:

Operation PAR: www.operationpar.org
PH: 888-727-6398

Westcare of Florida:
PH: 727-442-7800

For assistance regarding mental health issues
and support, please contact:

Suncoast Center Inc.: www.suncoastcenter.org
PH: 727 388-1220

Directions for Living: www.directionsforliving.com
PH: 727-524-4464

Gulfcoast Jewish Family and Community Services

www.qcjfcs.org
PH: 727-479-1800

Personal Enrichment Through Mental Health

Services (PEHMS) 24 hour mental health assistance line:
PH: 727-541-4628

24 hour suicide hotline: 727-791-3131

For reporting abuse of animals, contact the 24 hour SPCA
Animal Cruelty Investigation Hotline at 727-586-3592

To request a speaker at your child’s school,

Pinellas County has two programs with staff who can
come and speak about intimate partner violence, its
effect on children and to provide education to
students on how to prevent abuse:

North of Uimerton Road
Youth Advocate
Peacemakers Program
PH: 727-441-2029 ext. 208

South of Ulmerton Road
Peacemakers Program
PH: 727-895-4912

Injunctions for protection can be filed at one of
three court buildings in Pinellas County. You may
also call them at 727-464-7000 or visit their website at
www.pinellasclerk.org:

Civil Court Records
315 Court Street, Room 170
Clearwater, FL 33756

County Justice Center
14250 49th Street North, 2™ FL
Clearwater, FL 33762

St. Petersburg Branch Office
545 First Avenue North, Room 101
St. Petersburg, FL 33701

To search criminal history records free of charge,
Pinellas County has two ways to access information:

Pinellas County Sherriff's Department-Jail
Intake http://pcsoweb.com/InmateBooking/
Pinellas County Clerk of Court
www.pinellasclerk.org

For information about Batterer Intervention
Programs contact The Haven of RCS, CASA or your
local Victim Advocate associated with your law
enforcement agency.

For reporting and addressing child abuse:
Abuse hotline 1-800-96-ABUSE

Eckerd Community Alternatives
main # (727)456-0600, concerns # 727-456-6110

option 5 www.eckerd.org

Child Protection Investigation Division, Pinellas
County Sheriff's Office 727-582-3800
www.pcsoweb.com
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