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Membership:

Det. Sgt. Steve Bair, Santa Rosa Police Department
Catherme Boyle, Sonoma County Probation Department
Barbara Branagan, RN/NP, Department of Health Services
Det. Sgt. Greg Contos, Sonoma County Sheriff’s Department
Arthur Ewart, Mental Health Division, Department of Health Services
Dr. Deane Defontes, Petaluma Health Center
Chief Deputy Kathleen D. DelLoe, Chair, District Attorney’s Office
Linda Hodson, Human Services-Family, Youth & Children’s Services
Sarah Jennings, LCSW, Kaiser Medical Center
Susan McCauley, YWCA
Dr. Ikechi Ogan and Dr. Bolduc, Forensic Medical Group
Det. Sgt. Willie Wallman, Sonoma County Sheriff’s Department

Purpose:
The purpose of the Domestic Violence (DV) Death Review Team is:
e To reduce or eliminate incidences of domestic violence by determining the number of
domestic violence related deaths in Sonoma County;
e To review resources;
e To analyze patterns of abuse; and

« To explore ways to improve the response to domestic violence in our community.

Executive Summary:

e Two suicides and one homicide were related to domestic violence in Sonoma County in
2002.

e Domestic Violence crime reports, restraining orders, and filings by the District Attorney



(DA) decreased in 2002.

e Temporary Restraining Order Petitioné filed through YWCA and other legal services for
victims of domestic violence and sexual assault rose from 5,452 in 01-02 to 9,699 in 02-
03, showing a rise of 56%.

e The YWCA 24-Hour Domestic Violence & Sexual Assault Hotline Calls received 3,177
calls in 2001-02 and 5,427 in 2002-03 for an increase of 59%.

e Nationwide, victims report domestic violence less than 20% of the time.

o For the first time, the District Attorney filed charges against a health provider who failed
to report injury from domestic violence.

e Children who witness or are present during domestic violence are now being considered
“victims” of domestic violence.

e A Child Protective Services and Mental Health Representative joined the DV Death
Review Team.

» Data collection for deaths related to domestic violence needs to be updated.

Summary:

In 2002, the Sonoma County DV Death Review Team continued the work that
commenced with its formation in December 1996. The DV Death Review Team held meetings
every other month throughout the vear with representatives from the above membership list.

Sonoma County Sheriff’s Department 2002 statistics indicate that domestic violence crime
reports decreased by 7% over the previous year and restraming order violations decreased by 6%.

The total of all domestic related reports criminal and non-criminal remained at the same level as
in 2001. The DA’s Office 2002 statistics indicate that domestic violence and restraining order
cases submitted for review declined by approximately 24% over the previous year. The DA’s
filing rate changed slightly from 54% to 47% of cases submitted in 2002.

The YWCA’s data and anecdotal trend analysis reveals increasing numbers of victims of
domestic violence report strangulation, and more women report sexual assault as a common
experience in their marriage and that their child(ren) were conceived while they were raped. More
young women report battering in dating relationships and, when the perpetrator is involved in a

gang, these young women find that both the perpetrator and other gang members target them and



their families.

The conflicting trends of decreasing domestic violence activity reported by the Sheriff and
DA’s Office and increasing services provided to victims of domestic violence through the YWCA
may reflect that women are more likely to seek services for domestic violence but still chose not
to report it to law enforcement.

Research shows that children who witness, or are present when domestic violence occurs,
are adversely affected. Nationwide, few services are available for them. The Human Services
Emergency Response Unit received training on the effects of domestic violence on children. This
year a Child Protective Services (CPS) representative joined the DV Death Review Team.

There were two suicides and one homicide related to domestic violence reviewed in 2002.
In 2001, a female was the perpetrator of homicide for the first time since the Domestic Violence
Death Review began in 1996. That trend did not continue. In the three cases reviewed in 2002,
the perpetrators were all male. (See 2002 Case Summaries, page 6.)

For the first time, it was known that a domestic violence victim sought services from a
medical provider who did not report the domestic violence. The medical provider saw the woman
twice, the last time two days before her suicide. The DA filed charges against the medical
provider who is a mandated reporter. Prosecution was not pursued and the incident was used to
train the medical provider.

In networking with other DV Death Review Teams around the country, it was determined
that data collection has changed since this team began reviewing deaths in 1997. Data collection
tools were reviewed from other counties and states, and results of the reviews will be used to
update the data collection tools for 2003 cases.

The DV Death Review Team collaborated with the Sonoma County Domestic Violence
Action Subcommittee, Courts and Law Enforcement, to address common domestic violence

issues.

Accomplishments:
e Child Protective Services and Mental Health joined the DV Death Review Team.

e The team continued to collaborate with other service providers in Sonoma County.

e Data collection tools for deaths related to domestic violence were compiled and tested.



)63 Work Plan

e The DV Death Review Team will:

e Examine homicides, suicides, and accidental deaths related to domestic violence and
determine if there were gaps m services that may have prevented the deaths.

s Update Protocols and the Data Collection Form.

e Make recommendations to the Law Enforcement Subcommittee.

e Communicate with the Sonoma County Domestic Violence Action Committee.

* Continue to focus on the effects of domestic violence on children.

»  Work with the Sexual Assault Team Planning Committee to explore the connection of

domestic violence and sexual assault.

e Work with the community to provide training for mandated domestic violence reporters to

help understand domestic violence and reporting requirements.
* Ensure Law Enforcement continues training on domestic violence.
¢ Include the Sonoma County mental health community in domestic viclence prevention

efforts.

]



aphitipy o

apIxolp uoque)) |

LD | “esopIeso |

ung |

oseA

aJIny uaL Iy |

any | apIxoip uoqie) ‘sung g ‘spuey | “rounuey | ‘aJ 1Dy U2y oIy ‘SpuB|| ‘sund § :snoded pn
(Kiunoa 1apone up)
I9)[aYs ssajauioy uf | Aeamasy uo awoy s,pudtysoq ‘|
U0 T pray i .~ =118{e]}] m_ﬁ:mam:__lkm J awoy m_,_Oa_—_w_mv: J

1077 Fupyieg | aoejdjtom awioy Kjpuwef ‘¢ away Ajuuey ‘¢ awoy Sjwey ‘¢ awoy &gy g 1S1{)BAP JO UOIEIOT
o€ | ot H19D1 DTVVI HIDE 1ojenadiag
D€ D HZOE FLH oeai HIDYP oL
FERYY

<7 apIoINgG
St M M 57 St D1Se Jojenadia g
St g Sz Sz (Quegur | +) S € DI‘St WO A
:(AenH=0 ‘Frens=g)

WO} BJUALI(Y [BNXAS

dJ1'NWI Wz apIoINng
We W11 W7 W £ W A Jo Iojenadiag
A€ W W1ST Az WITdE WI1v A JO WoIA
RETTIEYy

2HON auoN auopN SAmam t sigak p1 PaYIL uR1pIIY2 JO Ay
sieak 7y s1834 9f aprotiis ade agelaay
sieak O siBak ()G sieak ¢g sieak €7 s1eok g diad age aFeleay
oL

sieak ¢p sieak g¢ sieak ¢¢ sieak /¢ s18ak 6T sieak ¢ A(1 988 o8eiaAY
1ady

007

1007

0007

6661

8661

L661

AJIM uersedne’)

saLrewiumr

uaupreda(] ao1joJ BuIn[BIR] Aq pajednseAu] -asn aufwejaydurelatu pue joLoo
Jo L1osny e pey dojenadia g -lojesjediad £q pajdope a1om oym aFerireit snotaaid B £q USIP[ILD Jjipe pBY 9YS "SIBL €] J0J paLirewu sea o[dnor) “awoy 1ty U pa

Sy T00T

D plo-1eal-9 "Z0/€/6 UO 1o pajdurns pue sI)S ) LMOP 131 MIIL) QJim Padol] oJell UBISEINE)) P[O-TBIA-6E “OPIOIWOH ‘70/L/1 ] Pamoiady ‘€ oSE

30O SIS oYl Aq pajeB11Soal
"70/9/1 uo s3uaptsal 1ay je uonerxAydse £q apIoINS PajIILLLLIOD WHIDIA DOUS[OLA J)SAUWIOP 3L [, “Satin{u ayy juaunsop Jou Jodar jou pip toeidoniy) “7o/F

pue z(/z/1 uo sarnfur 1oy Joyoerdoaryd Iay pa)IsiA JUIPIAD Seam FuISINIG IDUI0 pUE SYIRWE 311G ‘syTewu (aund ‘sypuotu g 1oy 1a1jado; paal] pue 1eas | o] diysuong|
dunep e pey La1 ] "zo/z/1 vo (ueiseone) pjo “1£ [7) pusLyAioq Iay] £q pajinesse A[JUs[OIA SBem J[BLUD) UBISBONE]) P|O-IBAA-CL "OPIOING "7(/L/E PIMIIAIY] (T A5
‘(1d Bsoyf BlUES £q pajednsaau] T pue quowuosidun asje} ‘(Auoja}) asn suodes
Jo Liojsyy e cm: 314 "esn euen{iiew pue ‘sy03yd peq ‘Kuadold usjols (Kuofay) K810y Jo L101s1y B PRl ays "[0/£ 1/8 U0 dn usxoiq pue s1eak ¢ Joyjago) poa

pey puaty g pue yuepesse ay 1, 0] Jupyred oijqnd € up yeap oy pauinq pue a1y uo )1 1 oy ‘doyjaid siy payoeoidde 1201370 aoijod om) S TO/1 £/ UO puaLLjAC
avaUL 1Y pue puaty g 1swog sty uo jjnesse pajtodal g 10§ 2a1j0d £q 1yBnos Bursq sem SjBL UBISBINE)) PIO-I1RaA-1G Y "BPIDING "7()/L/€ PeMmaIaay] (] o8




