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This third annual report of the Georgia
Domestic Violence Fatality Review Project
is dedicated to the victims of domestic
violence who lost their lives to homicide
and to their family members, friends, and
surviving children who must go on without
their loved ones.

It is out of the deepest respect for the
value of the lives lost and the challenges
for those left behind that we work to find
ways to prevent future loss of life and the
unimaginable pain suffered by homicide

SUTVIVOTS.



Supertrap
Page is trapped with Supertrap 3.0.77
Copyright 2002 Heidelberger Druckmaschinen AG

To view traps, delete traps or to get detailed trapping information, please download free Supertrap Viewer Plug-In from:
http://www.heidelberg.com

Settings:
Width: 0.088 mm  =  0.250 pt
Printorder: Cyan / Magenta / Yellow / Black / 
Step Limit: 25.0%
Common Density Limit: 0.50
Centerline Trap Limit: 100%
Trap Color Scaling: 80.0%
Image to Object Trapping: yes
Image to Image Trapping: yes
Black Width Scaling: 200.0%
Black Color Limit: 95.0%
Overprint Black Text: 12.0pt
Overprint Black Strokes: yes
Overprint Black Graphics: yes



Domestic Violence Deaths in Georgia

Number of | Number of
Primary | Secondary Alleged Total Total Total
Victims Victims  Perpetrators Deaths Deaths Deaths

2005 2005 2005

Baldwin 2 1
Barrow 1
Bartow 1 1
Ben Hill
Bibb 3 3
Bleckley 1 1
Brantley
Burke
Butts
Calhoun
Camden
Carroll
Chatham
Cherokee
Clarke
Clayton
Cobb
Coffee
Colquitt
Coweta 1
Columbia
Crisp
Dawson
Dekalb
Dooly
Dougherty
Douglas
Elbert 1
Fannin 1
Fayette
Floyd 1
Forsyth
Franklin 1
Fulton 4 3 9 15 7
Gilmer 1 1
Glascock 1 1
Gordon 4
Grady
Gwinnett 6 5 6 12 1
Habersham
Hall 2
Hancock 1
Haralson 4
Harris 1
Henry 2 1 4 1
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Means of Death
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Gunshot

Stabbing

Strangulation

Houston Other

Jackson
Jefferson 2
Lamar 1 1
Laurens 1 2 2
Liberty
Lowndes 4 2 3 9
Lumpkin 1
Macon 1 1
Madison
McDuffie
Montgomery
Muscogee 3 3 3
Newton
Oconee 1
Oglethorpe
Paulding
Pickens 1 1
Polk
Richmond
Rockdale 2 1
Tattnall 1
Telfair 2 1 3
Tift
Thomas 1
Towns 2
Troup 1 1 1
Twiggs 1
Upson 2 1
Walker 1 1 2
Walton 2
Ware 1 1
Washington 1
Wayne
Webster
Wheeler
White

Whitfield
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“Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, committed citizens can
change the world. Indeed, it’s the only thing that ever has.”

— Margaret Mead
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Executive Summary

This report reflects the third year of Georgia’s Domestic Violence Fatality Review Project. Since
2004, this project has examined deaths in Georgia that have resulted from domestic violence and
has worked within local communities to respond to those deaths. This year’s Annual Report captures
the findings from this year’s project while also looking at the past three years cumulatively in
drawing conclusions and making recommendations. In many cases, the fatalities studied reveal
similar patterns in system response from year to year, as trends emerge from the aggregate data.

Given the emergence of these clear patterns, the format of this year’s report differs slightly from
that of previous reports: numbers are often displayed as three-year averages, and those issues that
have appeared most significant over the three years are highlighted in Special Issue Pages. It is
important to note that this report is not meant to replace either of the previous reports. Instead,
this report only adds to and builds upon the findings, recommendations, conclusions and resources

contained in the previous reports.

Domestic violence continues to be a leading cause of injuries for girls and women between the ages
of 15 and 44 in the state of Georgia.! Too often, the violence ends in death for victims in Georgia
which ranks 7th in the country for it’s rate of female homicide.2 In 2005 in Georgia, 127 people died
as a result of domestic violence.> Most of those were individuals killed by an intimate partner, but
the number also reflects those children, family members, perpetrators, and others who lost their
lives during these incidents. The anguish of this loss is of course felt most acutely by the friends

and loved ones of the deceased. These deaths also prompt others within the community to gather

to consider the problem of domestic violence anew and to work toward preventing future tragedies.

This year’s Fatality Review Project examined ten of these homicides
in depth with these goals in mind: to more fully address the
problem of domestic violence within individual communities,

and to seek solutions that will help to reduce the number of
domestic violence-related deaths and injuries. One community
also studied a near-fatality, a case in which the intended homicide
victim survived. Last, in addition to reviewing individual cases,
communities working through the project began to focus this
year on implementing their recommendations for change, as

this report will show.

The Fatality Review Project is primarily federally funded by the
Violence Against Women Act (VAWA) through Georgia’s Criminal
Justice Coordinating Council. It is conducted jointly by the Georgia
Coalition Against Domestic Violence (GCADV) and the Georgia
Commission on Family Violence (GCFV). Two full-time Fatality
Review Project Coordinators led and assisted Fatality Review
Committees from across the state in conducting these fatality
reviews. The Fatality Review Advisory Committee, consisting of
leaders from various systems across the state, continues to meet
to provide support and direction to the project.

Mission Statement

The Georgia Fatality Review Project seeks to
enhance the safety of victims and the accounta-
bility of batterers. The project does this by
conducting detailed reviews of fatalities and

by preparing, publishing, and disseminating
objective information gained from these

reviews. The resulting information is used as

a tool for identifying gaps in system response,

improving statewide data collection, enhancing
efforts to train systems on better responses,
identifying critical points for intervention and
prevention, and providing a forum for increasing
communication and collaboration among those
involved in a coordinated community response

to domestic violence.

1 Georgia Department of Public Health, Injury Prevention, Violence Prevention project: http://health.state.ga.us/programs/injuryprevention/vaw.asp.

2 “When Men Murder Women: An Analysis of 2004 Homicide Data.” Violence Policy Center, September 2006.
3 Statistics compiled by the Georgia Coalition Against Domestic Violence from its clipping service and from reporting domestic violence
programs statewide. This count represents all the homicides known to us at the time of this report.
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General Findings from 2004-2006

Of the 54 cases reviewed in three years, there
were a total of 74 fatalities. These included:

¢ 53 intimate partner victims

¢ 14 alleged perpetrators

e 3 children of the intimate partner victim

e 2 sisters of the intimate partner victim

¢ 1 new partner of the intimate partner victim
¢ 1 aunt of the intimate partner victim.

There were also three unsuccessful murder
attempts on:

e 1 intimate partner victim

e 1 sister of the intimate partner victim

¢ 1 mother of the intimate partner victim.

Of the 53 intimate partner fatalities:

e 28 deaths were caused by firearms

e 14 deaths were caused by stabbing or
laceration

e 6 deaths were caused by strangulation

¢ 4 deaths were caused by blunt force trauma

¢ 1 death was caused by asphyxiation due to
smoke inhalation.

Significant Findings

The cases studied this year, particularly when
combined with those studied in the previous
two years, reveal some important patterns

about the ways in which communities currently

respond to the problem of domestic violence.
These cases also point out gaps in system

responses and critical opportunities for inter-
vention. This report highlights several of the

most significant findings, including each of the
following items. Further details and implications

of each of these findings can be found on the
Special Issue Pages within this report.

¢ Firearms
Over half of the deaths studied through this

project for the past three years resulted from

tirearms. Levels of danger and chances of
lethality increase dramatically for victims of

domestic violence when a batterer has access

to a firearm.

¢ Bystanders and Children

Despite the persistent public perception that
domestic violence is a private matter, fatalities
due to domestic violence often involve those
who are neither victim nor perpetrator.

In 87% of all cases reviewed over the past
three years, someone was present at the
scene of the fatality. All too frequently,
children are present at these homicides,
often witnessing their parents’ violent
deaths. In addition, other family members,
friends, and bystanders often witness or are
injured or even killed at the scene of a
domestic violence homicide.

Lethality and Family and Friends

As Fatality Review Committees study these
domestic violence deaths, two related issues
often emerge: that batterers’” behavior often
signals a risk of lethality for their victim
prior to the homicide, and that friends and
family generally have more information
about the history of abuse than anyone else.
In other words, there are often clear indicators
of danger before the homicide, and those
closest to the victim and the perpetrator
(their friends and family) may have the
fullest picture about the scope and nature

of the abuse. Thus, friends and family, who
are most likely to witness these “red flags,”
are the least prepared to recognize or
respond to them, while those professionals
who are trained and paid to intervene are
often proceeding with incomplete information.

Suicide and Depression

In 48% of cases studied during 2005 and
2006, perpetrators were suicidal (as defined
by the presence of threats, attempts, ideation
or completion). And in 31% of all cases
during that same time period, perpetrators
attempted or completed suicide at the
homicide scene or soon thereafter. Yet many
people (including those professionals who
have frequent contact with batterers and
victims) remain unaware that suicidal
threats and depression are linked with
homicide in cases of domestic violence.
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* Courts and Law Enforcement
When examining a domestic violence
homicide, Fatality Review Committees
look carefully at the history that preceded
the fatality. Part of this process entails
examining previous calls to the police,
and prior charges, cases, and dispositions.
Through this process, an issue has emerged
that we have called “Investigation and
Prosecution Breakdown.” (In previous years,
this report has referred to this phenomenon
as “Progressive Loss of Cases.”) Of the total
calls to police, only 40% were prosecuted
and half of those were dismissed or pled
down. The other calls appear to slip through
the cracks of the criminal justice system,
whether because perpetrators are not arrested
or officers do not take out a warrant, or
because cases are not charged by the
prosecutor, or are dismissed or pled down,
or simply lost in the system. While some
such case loss may be inevitable, the low
rates at which perpetrators are ultimately
held accountable for their behavior sends
a harmful message to both batterers and
victims.

e Life Movement and Degrees of Separation
In almost all of the reviewed cases, victims
had taken steps toward independence just
prior to the homicide that indicated an
increasing desire to separate from their
batterers — whether filing for a protective
order, moving out and getting an apartment,
or talking with family about leaving him.
Even these internal changes in how the
victim is thinking and feeling may signal
a loss of control to the batterer and prompt
an escalation in violence. These findings
about life movement have implications for
advocates and others who do safety planning
with domestic violence victims; namely, that
all steps toward independence should be
considered in terms of their potential safety
implications. In other words, even if the
abuser is not aware of a concrete plan to

leave, safety planning must intensify as
victims begin to detach from abusers in
overt and subtle ways. Throughout the
report, highlighted with a purple puzzle
piece, you will see a number of vignettes
that detail victims” attempts at getting safe.

These findings, like the rest of this report,
speak to the gravity and complexity of the
problem of domestic violence, as well as the
many possibilities for interventions that
remain underutilized. Through the Fatality
Review Project, dedicated individuals across
the state join with others in their community
to address the problem of domestic violence,
and to work together to end it. After studying
domestic violence fatalities in their community,
these committees ultimately work toward
implementing the recommendations that
result from their findings. This implementation
process, detailed later in this report, repre-
sents real hope for change in each of these
communities. During this third year, as several
committees became ready to move to this
next phase, the Fatality Review Project has
focused increasingly on implementation. In
addition to reviewing fatalities, the project
will continue to supports each team’s work
through this implementation process to end
domestic violence deaths in their community.
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Methodology

Committee Formation

The Family Violence Task Force in each partici-
pating community was asked to form a
multi-disciplinary Fatality Review Committee to
function as a sub-committee of the Task Force.
Representatives from the following systems
comprised the committees: community and
prosecution-based advocates, corrections,
prosecution, judicial, law enforcement, Family
Violence Intervention Programs, Department
of Family and Children Services, faith leaders,
mental health professionals, alcohol and drug
counselors, and schools.

Case Selection

The committees selected domestic violence-
related homicide cases for review with three
criteria in mind:

e All civil and criminal proceedings related to
the victim and the perpetrator had been
closed with no pending appeals.

¢ The perpetrator had been identified by the
criminal justice system.

e When possible, the date of the homicide did
not extend beyond 3-5 years.

One community chose a near fatality case.
See the Near Fatality section of this report
for details about their methodology.

Homicides were defined as domestic violence-
related if the victim and perpetrator were current
or former intimate partners. Cases involving the
homicide of a secondary victim such as a friend,
current partner, child or family member of the
domestic violence victim were also

considered domestic violence-related.

Case Information Collection

Once the cases were selected, the committee
members gathered all public records pertaining
to the case. The majority of the information was
located in the prosecutor’s file and/or the homi-
cide file. Only information that could be obtained
pursuant to the Open Records Act was collected.

Family & Friend Interviews

When applicable and appropriate, the Project
Coordinators sought out interviews with
surviving family and friends of the victim,

who in turn provided incredible insight not
gleaned from the public documents. The
discussions were open-ended, with family
members and friends being invited to share
what they wanted the committee to know
about their loved one, the steps the victim took

to try to be safe, and the victim'’s perceptions of
the options available in the community.

Case Chronology Development

A chronology for each case was developed by
the Project Coordinator with a focus on all prior
significant events leading up to the death.

These included prior acts of violence perpetrated
by the person who committed the homicide,
whether against this victim or another, previous
attempts by the victim to seek help, previous
criminal and civil history, etc. A completed
chronology was distributed to each committee.

F(l ta ll’t)’ Revieuzs

The committees, after signing a confidentiality
statement, having a moment of silence for the
victim(s), and an out-loud reading of the
chronology, went item by item through the
chronology to see where the community could
have stepped in, and how the system response
could have been stronger. With a strong trust in
each other and a commitment not to blame one
another, each committee identified gaps

in local response, areas where practice didn’t
follow protocol, and innovative ideas to make
the system response more effective in increasing
victim safety and offender accountability.

Development and Implementation of Findings
and Recommendations

The committees then made findings about

the factors in each case which appeared to
contribute to the death, or conversely, actions
which, if taken, might have prevented the
death. Review committees were always focused
on reviewing the system’s response: what was
available in that system for victims and offend-
ers, what was the protocol for response, was it
followed or not, and what monitoring, training
and accountability existed in that system for
workers who responded to families. From the
findings, each committee made recommenda-
tions about changes to systems that would
improve victim safety and offender accountability.

Data Analysis

Data was entered into an electronic database
designed for this project and adapted from the
work of data collection tools used around the
country. The data was then aggregated and
comprises the data findings in this report.

For more detailed information regarding the methodology
of the Georgia Fatality Review Project, please see pages
10-11 in our 2005 Annual Report.
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This year the Fatality Review Project decided
to add another element to the review process.
We implemented a process to look at near
fatalities as an additional source of information
in the pursuit of enhancing the safety of
victims and the accountability of batterers.

This process provides a safe forum for a survivor
to offer feedback to a community or system about
her near-fatal experience. It is an opportunity
for us as a community to hear from and learn
ways of better serving domestic violence
victims through the lens of the victim herself.

Case Selection

Case selection was based on the following
criteria:

1. The victim has a relationship with some-
one in the community (i.e., advocate) who
would be able to locate her.

2. The victim consents to the review of her
case.

3. The victim has already spoken out publicly
or wishes to speak on the issue.

4. All areas of safety concerns have been
explored.

5. The abuser is not currently an immediate
threat to the safety and well being of the
survivor and her family (i.e., the perpetrator
committed suicide or was prosecuted for
the crime and sentenced to life or a
considerable amount of time).

6. It has been at least two years since the
incident occurred.

The Process

Once the above criteria were met, a subcommittee
was formed. The subcommittee included a
licensed therapist, a support person chosen by
the survivor, one representative of the larger
committee, a note taker (one fatality review
coordinator), and an individual who would
mainly interview or ask the victim the questions
(the other fatality review coordinator). Prior
to the actual interview, the victim and her
support person met with the therapist. Each
person had a specific function in the process.

Near Fatality

Safety and Security

Not only did the committee ensure that the
criteria was met prior to doing the near fatality
interview, but we also attempted to make this
process as safe and survivor-focused as possible.
In doing this, victim safety was our number
one priority. Although questions were prepared
beforehand, they were very open and fluid so
that the victim could have the opportunity to
say all that she needed.

History

Ms. T. is a 38-year-old female who described
herself as a strong, independent woman. She
was employed as a maintenance worker at a
local elementary school. Ms. T. and the perpe-
trator (K) were married for just over one year
when this incident occurred. At the time of
the incident they were separated and she had
told him that she did not want to be together.

K had a history of abuse to other family
members. His family called the police on him
3 times. One of those incidents included him
punching the wall after being mad at his sister.
It appears that K was also abusive to the
mother of his child from a former relationship.

Prior to the incident, K was both emotionally
and physically violent to Ms. T., who described
controlling and jealous behaviors that K
subjected her to over the course of their
marriage. He put her down, called her names,
attempted to isolate her from family and
friends, and forbade her to talk to men. He
would sometimes insist that she take the day
off from work and go to work with him so he
could monitor her. He would often threaten
her and claim that he would kill her and
himself. Ms. T. also described four incidents of
physical violence, none of which resulted in
serious physical injury. Two of these incidents
occurred in front of others, one of which occurred
at her workplace in front of a coworker.

The day before the near fatal attack, K spoke
with Ms. T.’s pastor and told her he was about
to do something bad and asked for forgiveness.
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The Incident

One morning on the way to work, Ms. T. was
approached by K on the grounds of the school
where she was employed. Ms. T. described this
day as “The day I was fighting for my life.”
They argued, K pulled a gun, and Ms. T. ran
away. K chased her and pulled her to the
ground by her hair. He held the gun to her
head and fired and it jammed, and then to
her chest where it jammed again. He then
proceeded to beat her with the butt of the
gun. Her coworkers came out of the school
building, screaming for him to stop and
picking up sticks, at which point K fled.

Ms. T.’s injuries included facial fractures,
puncture wounds to the neck, face lacerations,
and several teeth were knocked out. Her
injuries resulted in the loss of her smell and
taste function. In addition, Ms. T. lost almost
all of her sight in one eye and suffers from
frequent headaches and loss of memory.
Following the incident, Ms. T was hospitalized
in a coma in the ICU for over one month.

K was prosecuted for this crime and sentenced
to 25 years in prison.

What We Learned

Ms. T. represents a great majority of women
who do not access traditional systems, such as
the police, courts, shelters, etc. The one system
that she did reach out to was her employer
and they were not supportive. Ms. T. specifically
asked her employer to call the police if they
ever saw K on the school premises. Her
employer responded by stating that they
would not, because this was not a work-related
issue, and told her to keep her private problems
at home. This response represented for Ms. T.
why it was not safe for her to disclose or to
trust the other traditional systems that are
supposed to protect, aid and support her.

What became very evident was the importance
of the non-traditional systems in her life. The
faith community, family and friends supported
her during the difficult times.

Ms. T. described her church community and
her faith in God as her rock. It was what
brought her through the tough times. She
speaks about her pastor visiting her at the
hospital and how significant that was for her.
Ms. T. describes her support system to be
mainly her family and her co-workers, who
encouraged her to leave K after they became
aware of the abuse. Ms. T.’s son had to leave
college and lose his scholarship in order to be
with his mother during her ordeal, illustrating
the broad impact of this violence. Although
Ms. T. describes the faith community as being
supportive, she did not reach out to anyone in
that community while the abuse was going on
because she was too ashamed.

As in prior cases this case also contained a
set of factors indicating an increase risk for
homicides. These factors include:

e Recent separation

e Suicidal ideation and/or depression on the
part of the abuser

e Stalking her, constantly coming by her place
of employment

e Ownership of the victim, controlling and
jealous behaviors

e History of abuse

e Violence towards others

e Isolation

e Public violence

Ms. T. described herself and came across to

us as a resilient person who had overcome
obstacles and accomplished a great deal as a
single mother of two. In getting to know Ms. T.,
an important question was raised: are we really
as responsive to women who don’t fulfill
common ideas about how victims act? When
victims do not fit preconceived notions of
victimization — i.e., in the absence of sadness
and fear — are we still able to see danger?
Can we perceive a woman to be both strong
and in danger?
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Words From a Survivor

Although the losses sustained by Ms. T. and
her family were many and significant, she
stands firm that she is here today because of
God, her children and the physicians who
cared for her. A great part of her inspiration
comes from photos she carries with her that
were taken when she was in the hospital.
When she looks at the photos, they help her
see how far she has come.

Ms. T. felt very strongly about the necessity of
providing training for schools, both for admin-
istrators and students. For the students, she
felt it was important that young women know
that they do not have to put up with abuse of
any form. For employers, she felt they need a
greater understanding of abuse and how to
support employees.

Recommendations

e Employers must be trained to create
awareness campaigns and policies that
promote victim safety in the workplace.

e Domestic violence programs and Family
Violence Task Forces should focus their
efforts on how to reach out to victims
who are otherwise not likely to get help.

e Domestic violence programs and Family
Violence Task Forces should create
opportunities for discussion and training
with non-traditional systems focusing on
risk factors and safety planning, working
with traditional systems, and understanding
domestic violence.

We honor Ms. T as

she represents countless

women who do not get to
share their story.
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12

—— Data Overview

The following data, while stripped of any identifying information as to what fatality or county it
came from, was directly collected from the fatality reviews. Data from some of the reviews is
unknown and is indicated as such on the charts below. This section includes data from 2006 and
average totals for 2004-2006.

Section 1: Gender, Employment, and Income 2004-2006

/ Victim Perpetrator \

Characteristics Number % Number %
Female* 52 96% 2 4%
Male 2 4% 52 96%

Employment Status

Employed 39 72% 32 59%
Employed full-time 28 52% 23 43%
Employed part-time 4 7% 4 7%
Employed, unsure if full-time or part-time 3 6% 1 2%
Self-employed 3 6% 4 7%
Employed part-time and student 1 2% 0 0%

Unemployed 7 13% 8 15%

Retired 2 4% 1 2%

Disabled 1 2% 1 2%

Unemployed student 1 2% 1 2%

Unknown 4 7% 1 20%

Sources of Financial Support

Personal wages 38 70% 31 57%
No personal income, reliant on perpetrator for financial support 3 6% 0 0%
Personal wages and family support 2 4% 0 0%
Family support 1 2% 1 2%
Family support, WIC, and Food Stamps 1 2% 1 2%
No income, unknown source of support 1 2% 2 4%
Personal wages and alimony 1 2% 0 0%
SSI/SSDI 1 2% 0 0%
Widow's pay 1 2% 0 0%
Drug dealing 0 0% 2 4%
No personal income, reliant on victim for financial support 0 0% 7 13%
Retirement pension 0 0% 1 2%

5 9% 9 17%

K Unknown

Note: One female perpetrator killed a male partner; one killed a female partner.

o
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